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TESTIMONY 


To the 3 of her beloved Hucband 
Joun Es ravon, deceaſcd. | 


INCE it pleaſed Divine Providence 
ſo highly to favour me, with being 

the near Companion of this dear 
18 Worthy, the Author of the following ⁵ 
| >Sheets, I cannot be altogether filent, bat — 


- mutt give ſome ſmall Account of the Car- 


1 ly Beginning of the Working of Truth ian 
0 Him. He was born in Keldevon in E/exs 
in Great- Britain, on the 2 3d of the ſeconds: 
Month, 1676, of religious Parents: Bae. 
he grew uneaſy with the religioug f 
ſions of both Father and de * AH 


t 


being of different Perſuaſions) af Bein 
2 a Sceker, fell in with the Baptigz and i 
2  Hked them ſo well he was near ing "OY | | 
chem. But a Friend, a Neighbouty bes + 
ing dead, it ſo happened, that he Wag 406. 
# : 


* 


vited to the Burial, where that wort YN 
- Miniſter of the Goſpel, Francis h 
85. of London, Weing led to ſpeak: with! Lite. I i 
und Power directly to his State; it mat 21 
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s 
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that put him-upon Search into the Princi- 


ples of Friends; and being fully ſatisfied, 
Joined with them in the ſeventeenth Year 


of his Age. 


About the eighteenth Year of his Age 


He came forth iu the Minittry, and being 


taithful he grew in his Gift, ſo that in 


1 ; 
wh 
Wh 


tome Time he travelled to viſit Friends 


in the North of England and Scotland! 


Aſter which he was concerned to viſit 


Friends in America, and having the Unity 
of the Brethren, embarked in the Year 


170, and was enabled by the great Hand 
that drew him forth, to perform that Ser- 
Vice to the great Satisfaction of Lende 
3 and the Reward of Peace in himſelf. 

Being then, and for ſome Time after,” 
reed from any Concern to travel in the 
E —— = Service of Truth, we were married to each 


* 


her, Viz. on the firſt Day of the tenth 


|  Momih, 1702, and ſettled at Haddonffeld 
in the County of (louceſter, and Weſtern 
. .Divittew of the Province of Neu- Jerſey. 
In the fore Part of his Time he travelled 
pretty much; but in the latter Part he 
Vas troubled with an Infirmity in his Head, 
V» hich render d him unfit for the Service; 
5 . his good Maſter, that requires no Im- 
ee him 
2 55 being very eaſy at home, where, 
> thro Mercy, we lived very comfortably; 


Polfibilities of his Servants, 


Vor F i venture to tay, tew, if any, in Aa 


9 Nd 


To Tl 


married State, ever lived in ſweeter Har- 
mony than we did. Oh! he was a ſweet. | 
Companion indeed! A loving tender Huſ» 
band; an humble exemplary Man; a Pa- 
tern of Moderation in all Things; not 
litted up with any Enjoyments, nor ea 
down at Diſappointments. Oh ! What 
| ſhall I ſay of him, but that he was a Man 
endowed with many good Gitts, which - = 
rendered him very agreeable to his 1 
Friends, and much more to me, his Wite. 
---My Loſs is as far beyond my Pros 
as is his Wor TH. 
Now atter ſome Years (as before is ob- 
ferved) of Indiſpoſition, it pleaſed 18 
Lord to reſtore him to a State of e 
__ and ſoon alter he had a Concern. to viſit 
SA Friends at Tortola. This brought on Rr! 
5 a deep Exerciſe, but when he was Con 
firmed it was really required of him fo to 
=. do, he gave up to it: Home, aud the 
2 Company there, which uſed to be ſꝰ . 2 
bl fant to him, he was then weaned To 
He firſt wats fo them; but finding. this 
_. would not excuſe him, he darft n0douger” 4 
delay, but go he muſt. So, on the 1 Tie. 
ol the cighth Month, 1742, we parted in 
the Aboundings ol Lyve and Allection on 
that Occaſion. 
And now, the moſt acceptable Aeta 
The, Fol can give the Reader of his Service in 
- Tortola, is extracted from tho: 1 
Tub 255 A 3 © Which * 4 
5 F 


MY 
AN 
; 3 * 
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1 bi 
which I received from a Friend of that 
Place, . to me, and to the Effect 
following, vis. That on the Sth of the ninth . 
Month, No. he arrived at the Houſe of 
John Pickering, with his Companion John 
Cadwalader, where they were received with 
much Love aud great Joy, being made to 
rejoice together in the tender Mercies and 
Love of God, which was greatly maniſeſted 
that Day, to the Honour and Praiſe of his 
great Name, and alſo to the Comforting of 
His poor People. ---The Teſtimonies of theſe 
Serzants of the Lord were with Life aud 
"Power, aud were as Clouds filled with Rain 
upon 4 thirfly Laud.---- - 
3 But to be more particular concerning thy 
gear Husband, whoſe Memory is dear and 
precious to me, "and many more whoſe Heart's 
Were open to receive the glad Tidings which 
| be brought. His godly Life and Converſa- 
"You ſpoke him to be a true Follower of the 
Lamb, and Miniſter of Feſus Chrift, whom 
= BE be freely preached, aud by the effeftual -Pows 
er of whoſe divine Love was he called forth to 
Our Afi ance, for which we bleſs, praiſe and 
; ore 57 the God of all our Mercies : And 
as a faithful Meſſenger, with much Love, 
*in a ſcuder Frame of Spirit, wonld he invite 
1 to the Fountain which bad healed him. 
0. the deep Humility that appeared in him 


5 Wh ei iu private Coupenſatlon with bis 1 — 3 


"in the Time o/ his public Teſtimony ; and 4. 
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7 vii 
and dear Friends, as he often ſaid we were 
to him, bow chearſul and pleaſaut would be 
be, in that bleſſed Freedom wherein Chriſt 
had made him free. Innocent, harmleſs, of 
a chear/ul Countenance, yet not without 4 
Chriſtiau Gravity, well becoming the Doc- 
trine he preached. He was valiant for the 
Truth to the laſt, and tho he is gone to his 
Grave, his Memory is ſweet aud precious. 
He had his Health very well until the 


Death of his dear Companion; but going ts 


his Burial, we were caught in a Shower of 
Rain, which we, and be, believed, was the 


Occaſion of his Il]nefs. However; he wax ] 


mightily favoured with the Divine Preſence, 
which enabled him to auſwer the Service of 
- that Day; aud the next, being the firſt Day | 

of the Wh WY we had a bleſſed Meeting, the _ 
Lord's Preſence accompauyiug us; aud tb 
thy dear Husband was ſo near his End, 4 I 
Candle ſbined as bright as ever, aud many: 


that beheld it were made to ehrify God ah : 9 | 
his Behalf. This was the laſt Opportunity  *: 


on this Iland, ſave his Farewel upon his 
dying Bed, where be both preached aud |} 
prayed, a little before his Departure. 


On the Next Day, being. the ſecond of the a 3 
Week, he went to a little land, called Jos 


| Vandicks, accompanied with ſrveral Friends; M8 
- but on the third Day in the Morning he ene = 


nc very mic h, yet was enableu to g⁰ 40 . f f 
1 crngel where were: '@ Wa Eo wp 72 : 
3 . e 


viii 


waiting to hear the WV, ord of Life declared; 
and a bliſſe Opportunity we had togeth er, 
to the tengering and melting our Hearts in- 
to an heaveuly Frame. 

But he, who never ſpared his Labour 
 whilft antoug ft us, extending his Voice as a 
Trumpet of the Lord's own fo unding, was ſd 
inwardly ſpent he was ready to faint. Hows 
ever, be went on board the Sloop that Af- 
ternoon, aud next Morning came aſbore at 
our Houſe, where he had not been long be- 
fore a ſhivering it ſeized him, and a Fever 
ſoon followed, which kept its conſtant Courſe 
every Day. this being the 1jt Day of the 
tenth Month, he took great Notice that it 
ended forty 1 ears fiuce his Marriage with 
thee ;, that during that Time you had lived 
in much Love, aud paried iu the ſame, and 
that thou waſt his greateſt Corcorn of all 
outward Enjoyments. Aud tho the laſt two 
Days be was in much Pain, yet he was 
preſerved under it iu much Patience and 
Reſiguatiou, and had bis perfe#. Senſes to 
The laſt, exhorting Friends to Faithſulneſs, 
&c. Aud on the 6th Day of the tenth 
Month, about fix o Click at Night, he went 
away liks 'a Lamb, with Praiſes aud 
Thank/ztvings iu bis Lips but about two 
Minutes beſore.— r. Thus far from the laid 
Letters. | 
And thus finiſhed this dear Worthy in I. 
1 s 2 Year of his Age, at the e «oy 

| 0 


J ͤ ( I 
of William Thomas, on the Iſland of Tor- 
tola, highly favoured by his great and 
good God in the very extreme Moments; 
the Conſideration whereof, and the Ac- 
count given of his Service, afford me at 
Times ſome Relict : But, alas! my Wound 
is ſo deep, nothing but the healing Balm 
from above can effect my Cure. My Loſs 
is inexpreſſible; yet ſince it is the Will of 


the Almighty, it becomes me to ſubmit, 


tho' it be hard ſo to do. Ek 
Oh!] a ſweet and bleſſed End indeed! 

to go away as in Raptures of Lite, gather- 
ed by the Almighty as a choice Flower, 
in full Perfection and Fragrancy ! For 


ſure few, if any Man, ever left a ſweeter 4 


Savour, both at home and abroad, than 
he has done: Having lived beloved, 1s 
gone lamented in general; and therefore 
it is no Wonder that I, who am ſo much 
the greateſt Loſer, . lament and bemoan 


my great, my great Loſs ! And yet, in tage 
midſt of all, I have a ſecret Satisfaction, 


in that I was enabled to give him up- 
| (tho' ſo dear to me) unto the Service into 
which he was called. This is but juſt a0 
Hint for thoſe who may be under the like 
Exerciſe and Trial, that they may not 


hold back, but ſubmit, and freely give 


up their All, leaving the Conſequence:to + # 


the wiſe diſpoſing Hand, who knows for MM 
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what Cauſe it is he is pleaſed ſo nearly to 
try his People, ſome with Life itſelf, others 
near it, and the Cauſe yet hic. 
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Haddonfield in | f 1 
New. Jerſey, EIIz. EsTaven 
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Kt. 
F RIE N D 5 of the Monthly wp. i 
of Hadgonfield, concerning our e 
Friend On Eftaugh, Wale, 


UR Tr Fried Gs bend 4 

7? faithful- Labourer in the Work = 

the Goſpel amongſt us, great Part of:faftx - 
Years, and many of us knowing by e 
Experience the Effects of his Service," W 

find ourſelves engaged to give in this”: 


Teſtimony on his Behalf, vis. That by 4 | 


and thro the Divine Virtue and Powery 
by which he was firſt reached and Weng 
upon, he was early called to the Work =: 
of the Miniſtry, and made a choſen V Veſſel 1 
fitted to hold the _ heavenly. Tres fare 
which dwelt plentifully in him. 

Goſp el Miniſter, dividing the Wer 
Tight; ; his Doctrine at Pimes 


2 


1 A C 
A A 4 £ WS 1 a 44 wy FRY , 1 2 * — +> 2 


5 
8 ; _ | 
» 
4 


2 
1 
1 
N 
8 


8 4 % 
\ * 8 

4 * e 
1 * Wr 


1 
4 
| 
4 
4 
1 


pee as Dew, 1 his . iy 4 4 


4 - * 
| b = 
n « 
OW 
* A wt 4 
 _— > a £ N * 
_ —_ . ? * 4 * . R R * ? * TI N 
8 N A 6 * 
* 4.23: — CT * * 
5 I 
= . 
| a . 0 0 2 
R * 
J 
* N 
3 : 
- 


1 as the ſmall Rain upon the tender Plants, 
| Deut. xxxii 2. A Man of great Humility 
and Compaſſion, ſympathiling with the 
Afflicted in Body or Mind; being ſome- 
[ times enabled, as with healing Oil, to 
comfort the Sorrowtful, the HEavy-heart= 
6. | ed and ſincere Seekers of Chriſt Jeſus : 
In this he had an extraordinary Talent ; 
F | and yet, on the other Hand, was cloſe in 
his Reproofs and Exhortations to the 
Careleſs and Diſobedient; of which the 
| following Sheets are a Specimen. 
BM! He was zealous for preſerving good 
1 Order in the Church, and for maintaining 
Love and Unity, that Badge of true Diſ- 
= cipleſhip. RN 85 
Oh! we are ſenſibly and ſorrowfully 
affected with our Loſs, and yet we muſt 
not repine; nor dare we ſay to the Al- 
3 * What doeſt thou 5 
Ef _: Since his firſt Settlement among us, he 
= |} viſited England, Ireland and New-England; 
and the Veſi-Iudia Iſlands ſeveral times: 
And when at home, as he had ſome Skill 


4 rr * e 
Lad * 


in Chymiſtry and Phyſick, he freely be- 
ſtowed much Labour and Time therein, 
for the Good of the People of the Neigh- 
bourhood where he dwelt; and eſpecially 
on the Poor, for whom he was much con- 
cerned; ſo that it may juſtly be ſaid, the 
Bleſſing of thoſe who were ready to periſn 
came upon him, Fob xxix 13. 5 Wo 
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| iii BE”, 
The laſt Viſit that he made was to the 
Iſland of Tortola, where, after his Service 
was over, he was taken lick, and depart- 
ed this Life; and we make no doubt but 
that he is in the Fruition of that Glory 
and Happineſs which will never have an 
End. Almighty God, if it be conſiſtent 
with his Divine Will, raiſe up, ſpirit and 
employ more ſuch faithful Labourers in 
his Harveſt, Mat. ix. 38. to the gathering 


of many to himſelt; and that Praiſe and 


Honour may be aſcribed tohis great Name, 
who is worthy both now and for ever 


Haddontield, the Ninth Day 5 
of the Eleventh Month, 
1743. Signed in and on 
Behalf and by Directions 
of the ſaid Meeting, by „ 
T ofbua Lord, Timothy Matlack, BE. F 
Fofiab Foſter, Thomas Redman, "EM 


Samuel Lippincott, Ephraim Tomlinſon, 14 


Fohn Hoilinkbead, Fohn Mood, 
Joſephb Heritage, Feoſeph Kaiohy, IE 


| Fo/jeps Cooper, Ebenezer Hophing.' IS 7 1 
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To THF => SD 
Friendly Reader, _ 
| EST thou ſbouldeft fall under ſom _ 


Miſuapprehenſions, and judge contrary AK 
zo the Truth, by thinking the Author of the | 


1 [ xvi ] 
which their fender Parent walked; and for 
which jome of them deeply ſuffered, and un- 
derwent many Cruelties, long and hard In- 
Priſouments, &c. from Meu of dark au còr. 
rupt Minds. If this my tender Call ſball 
have Place with any of the careleſs aud ne- 

| gligent ones, ſo as to turn them to Chriſt, it 
will anſwer the Deſire of him, who was un- 
willing to have thus expoſed himſelf, 


Jonn Esrauek. 


1 
1 
1 


ceived the Truth in this latter 


were the Hardſhips which for 


that they might win Chriſt. Thus, 


= oo” 4. 21 A | 
4 NE 


A 44 * 


TO THE -- 
Unfaithful Profeſſors 
FE. 5 * 
FT 6 


HE 2 'S 'ourage an! 
Teal of our worthy ut: 
FRIENDS, Who firſt re 


Age of the World, hath been o. 
ten brought to my View. Many ERS 


-_ 


Chriſt s Sake they underwent, yet i . 


in all they rejoiced, looking upon 11 12. 8 0 


it as a Bleſſing trom God, that they 


were thought worthy to ſuffer tar 
him; counting the Loſs of all 


Things but 28 Droſs and Hung phil ili. 8. 
5 with 


BF. = 
» 


A Call to the Unfaithſwl ... 
with their All, they purchaſed# 
Math. xiii. Truth, and having gained it were 
44-45-40 tender of it; watching over them- 
ſelves and one another in Love, 

ſo that no Evil might get up a- 


mong them, to hinder the Growth 


18 


of that pure Seed which God had 


ſown in their Hearts. 
Math xii; And here, as the good Ground, 
23. 
_ thoſe Things which the great Lord 
of the Vineyard was well pleaſed 
with, who bleſſed his Work in their 
Hands, and gave them Dominion 
over their Enemies, adding daily 


Ads ii. 42. to their Number ſuch as ſhould be 


ſaved. 1 1 
_ Here it may be obſerved, what 
bleſſed Effects Faithfulneſs to God 
doth produce; by it the Heart 
comes to be purged from all Deceit 
and Filthineſs, and the Soul beau- 
tified with Righteouſneſs; and 


Xlath. xii. then from within, out ot the good 


35. Treaſure of the Heart are good 
I hings brought forth; but the 


made good: For the evil Man out 


evil Things; to wit, Pride, Covet- 


brought they forth plentitully of 


contrary where the Heart is not 


of his evil Treaſure, brings forth 


4 | 


ouſneſs, Malice, Envy, Deceit, 
and all Things that are bad: And, 
Beg „ 


* * p ROE 4 AER Sev 
3 nd +. "3 A1 * .. 1 3 of wen ts So abt 
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Profeſſors of 7 ruth: 


wy 7 


who are ſhrouding themſelves un- 
der the Proſeſſion ot I ruth. But 
Woe unto you, ye lalſe-hearted 
ones! tor the Face of the Lord 
is againſt you, becauſe of theſe 
Things; and the Time is coming 


to my Griet, 1 have ſeen too much 
of theſe appear amongſt many, 


wherein you ſhall be made to know = 


a Proſeſſion will not do, altho' it 
be of the Truth itſelf. 
Therefore, in the Fear of God, 
TI warn you all, whether Young or 
Old, to return in Time, betore it 


be too late; tor the Lord will not G 


always ſtrive with you, altho' he 
is mercitul and long-tuffering to- 
you-wards, and hath often viſited 


you both immediately and inſtru- 
mentally, laying open your Con- 


ditions before you ; but oh! how 
have you rejected him, and had 
thoſe in Deriſion; who in Love to 


your Souls have, in the Fear of 5, 5 > 1 1 
God, ſometimes reproved you for . if 


en. vi. 3. 


your light and frothy Behaviour, 


which is out of Truth, and is pre- 
judicial to your Souls everlaſting 
. Well-being; and other times, far 
your running into the vain Faſhl- 
zons and pernicious Ways of the | on a 
World „And notwithſtanding the 2 
SEO £4. O IVES > | Eil 


c * 4 #4 
_— 
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40 


A Call to the Duſaitbſul 
Evil of theſe Things hath been 
laid before you, rom ' ime to 
Time, yet ſome are ſaying they 
fee no Evil in them, or that they 
ſhould be let alone to ſee it in them- 
ſelves. Others are crying, ſuch or 


ſuch Things they are but imall 


Matters. And thus the Devil is 
cndeavouring to uphold his King- 
dom in you, that it poſſible he 
might throw down that by you, 


which thro the Mighty of God 


hath been built in his faithful Chil- 
dren, whom he hath called to his 
Work and qualified for his Ser- 
vice; who, as good Soldiers, are 
making War in Righteouſneſs a- 
gainſt all Unrightcouſneſs ; and 


2Cor.x,4.the Weapons of their Warfare arc 


not carnal, but ſpiritual, and migh- 


ty thro God, to the pulling down 
the Strong-holds of Sin and Satan, 


that ſo Reformation may 8⁰ for- 


ward in the Nation. 
But ye Libertines are againſt 


this Work; tor you are endea- 
vouring to weaken the Hands of 
thoſe who are concerned thereinz 
and thus do ye make the Heafts .. 
of thoſe ſad, whom the Lord hath - 


Luke xi not made ſad: But ti m ighty God 


will call you to Account for theſe - . 


Tua 


— 


5 

* 

— > 

* * 
r. 
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mighty God, who is Juſt and equal Fze. xviii. 


_ of God to take Care in time, and 
withdraw yourſelves from the evil 


ye awakened, and incline your a 


e | „ 


ON 
— 


Prof, 3 of 1 n 


Things, and appoint you your 


Cong 


Portion amongſt the Unbelievers, 
it ye repent not. Therefore ſeek Iſai, Iv. 6. 


the Lord whilſt he is near, leſt the 
Kingdom be rent from you; and 


then what will all the World avail 


you? Ye ſhall then cry and mourn, 

but there will be none to pity you; 

tor he whom you have ſlighted will 

flight you again, and even laugh Prov.i.26. 
at your Calamity and mock when 

your Fear cometh : Thus will the 


in all his Wa 8, deal with the re- 25 

bellious Children, who take Coan- ai. xxx. _Þ 
ſel but not of him, and that cover. 
with a Covering but not of his Spi- | 
Mt. 
I thereforewarn you in the Love 


* EE 


Counſellor, for his End is to de- 
ſtroy you, and to deprive you of 
eternal Happineſs. Therefore be 


Minds unto the Lord, wha is the 

Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls, that 

out of all Things which are hurt- 5 
ful he may gather you, that ſo no Heb: vi; : 
longer you may remain as the 7, 8. 
Ground which drinkethin theKain 9 
N come th upon it, aud e 
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ä A Call to the Unfaithful 
Forth Briers and Thorns, and ſo is 
nigh to Curſing : But the Defire 
ot my Soul is, that you may, thro' 

Hhaäarkening to the Word of Pow- 
Iſai. xxxv. er, witneſs your Barrenneſs to be 

6, 7; *:"-turned into Fruitſulneſs, and your 

- 3 dry Ground into Springs of Water, 
that Glory to his Name you may 
lohn xv. bring: For, ſaith our Saviour, 
8. herein is my Father glorified, in 
that you bear much Fruit; yet it 

1 Cor. xi. muſt be that of his own Spirit, the 

7. Manifeſtation whereof is given to 
___ every Man to profit withal; there- 
fore fink ye down in your Mea- 

ſures, and yield Obedience to the 

living Manifeſtation of the Son of 
God; then will you know a Pro- 
ftting aright, in the Way of the 

L.oord, and here you will witneſs 

= Luke xi. the ſtrong Man to be bound and 
22. caſt out of his Poſſeſſion; then will 
=. all Jarrings and Janglings come to 
an End, and inftead of ſhy Looks, 
and evil Surmiſings one againſt an- 
bw other, there will be a Meeting of 
each other in that Love which is 
1 without Diſſimulation: And there- 
ohn xiii. by it will be known that ye are 
5. the Diſciples of Chriſt; for by this, 
aid our 1 ſhall all. Men know _ 


by, OY 1 
= 
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har ye are my Diſciples, if you 
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Profeſſors of Truth, _ 
have Love one to another: But 
vhere this undefiled Loye is want. 
ing, there allo will the Mark of a 4 

true Diſciple be wanting; and ii 
that be wanting, it will not be any 

ones Say. ſo which will render him, + 

or her, to be ſuch; but according Mach. vit: 

to our Fruits ſhall we be judged :6. xi.33. 

Therefore let all conſider wat 

Fruits they are bringing forth; for Gal. v.20, 

he, or ſhe, which brings forth 21. 5 

Strife, or appears in a peeviſhen 

vious Spirit againſt the Brethren, james iii. 

is thereby judged to be of the 14, 15, 16. 

corrupt Free; for no ſuch ſouurt. 

Grapes are ſeen upon thoſe Branch! 

es which abide in the Holy Vine, 1 

and draw their Life from the di- 

vine Root Chriſt Jeſus ; for ther. 

are of a peaceable Spirit, ſeek not ñ 


Revenge, are not proug nor co- 1 pet. ili. 
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3 5 vetous, but of an humble Mind, z,. 
| and ſo are adorned with that hol 3 
| and inward Adorning that the A. EA, 
poſtle ſpoke of, and which too 5 5 | 
many are Strangers to, who yet ars 7 
making Profeſſion with us. Wo NN 4 : 2 : - AF 
For the Sake of theſe I am cus 
cerned, that the Gift of God ma, 
be ſtirred up, and have its Liber... DN 


e 


ty in them in whom it hath been Amd fl. 
long ſtifled, and oppreſſed 38 wy” 
e e Wo 
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A Call to the Unſaithſul 
Cart with Sheaves. Many go bow- 


ed down in Spirit becauſe of the 
Scandal, which thro' the Careleſſ- 


i neſs of theſe hath been brought 
It D upon the Truth (which is altoge- 
it | ther pure and without Blemiſh in 
Uucd vi. 6E. itſelf) who are crucifying the Lord 
i} | _ afreſh unto themſelves in his ſpirt- 
1 tual Appearance, and put him as 
1 to open Shame; cauſing many to 
1 blaſpheme his worthy Name. 
= | Oh! ye careleſs and unfaithful 


Stewards, do ye not conſider, that 

one Day you muſt give an Account 

of your Stewardſhip; and if the 

1 Pet. iv. Righteousſcarcely be ſaved, where 
18, ſhall the Ungodly and the Sinner 


| Spez who have rejected the 


E 2 5 
\ o 


ounſel and Will of Ged, and fol- 
lowed their own Hearts Luſts, 
thro' which ye have been drawn 
from the Father's Houle, and now 
are ſpending your Portions as a- 
mongHarlots? But theLord grant, 
ſaith my Soul, if it may ſtand good 
| with the Pleaſure of his divine 
Luke xv. Will, that as the Prodigal came 
18, to himſelf, and ſaw from whence 
he was fallen, and in Humility re. 
ſolved to teturn, ſo you, in like 
n ing a? a Senſe ang 
Sight of your Conditions, and 
a i DE ROT oy humble 


: 90 , SE, 
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umble yourſel beg beſore him. 
hen mal you feekof the Fa a 

ther's Love,” and he will rejoice 

over you in your Return to him; 


for there is more Joy over one Sin- Loke xy, 


ner who repents, than over nine- 7. 

ty and nine juſt Perſons who nee 
no Repentance. Oh! how is the 
Love and Favour of God herein 

ſet forth, for the Encouragement. 

of all to draw nigh to him, wha 


are in any meaſure made ſenſible 


of their loſt Eſtate and undone 
Condition, if not pardoned by the 


Lord; and afſuredl yy he taketh not 


Pleaſure in the Deſtruction of any; 

for, as J live, ſaith the Lord God Ezekiel 
1 have no Pleaſure in the Deathxxxiii 115, 
of the Wicked, but that the Wice _ 
ked turn from his Way and lie; 
And happy will you all be wha 
come to true Repentance in the 


Day of your Viſitation, and with 
Willingnefs go down into ſpiri- 


tual Jordan, that ſo you may be, Kine v. 5 
purged from the Leproſy of. 9 be: Ki ng 


and, as new-born Babes may come iPet. ii 2. 


again to deſire the ſincere Milk f 
the Word, that ye may grow u x 
thereby 1 into a Lite of ighteouls 


* 
1 


neſs, and be filled with a holy 


Zeal tor God : Then you can day Cor. xii 
. kg : wer. 8 
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Call to the Unfaithſu} 
nothing againſt the Truth, but 
for the | ruth; and will join Hands 
with thoſe who are ſincerely con- 
cerned to keep up the ancient 
Teftimony of God'seternal Truth; 
for the Sake whereof many ot our 


ancient Brethren were great Suf= 


Dan. xii 3 


Minds to wander from t 


Pal. lvili 


4 5. 


Matt. xxv Way of the fooliſh 
1 


ferers, and bore the Burden in the 
Heat of the Day: But bleſſed are 
they, for their Reward is ſure; 
and having turned many to Righ- 
. teouſneſs, they ſhall ſhine as Stars 
in the Firmament of Glory for e, 
ver and ever. But unhappy are 
all you who have ſuffęred your 
m the Lord, 
and have let in Hardneſs of Heart, 
and are now like the deaf Adder 
that ſtoppeth her Ear, which will 
not hearken to the Voice of the 
 Charmers, charming never ſo wiſe: 
ly, yet are aſſembling yourſelves 
amongſt God's People, and be- 
cauſe you have got the Lamp, 
would be eſteemed as wiſe Vire 
gins: But I teſtify unto you in the 
Fine of the Lord, ye are in the 
W Virgins, and. 
in danger of being ſhut out of the 
Bridegroom's Chamber. Should 
this be your Caſe, altho' you may 2 
then come to the Door and knock, 


„ 


Profeſſors of Truth. = 

erying, Lord open unto us, and 

may have to ſay, we have eaten Luke xiii 
Kay drank in thy Preſence, and 25, 26. 
thou haſt taught in our Streets; 
he from within will anſwer you, 
ſay ing, depart from me ye Work- 
ers of [niquity, for I know you not: 
So as the Goats ſhall ye be ſepa- 
rated from the Sheep, and turned 
to the Left Hand into everlaſting 
Sorrow, and ſhall ſee the Differ- 
ence between thoſe who have ſer- 
ved God and ſuch as have not. 
Therefore I beſeech you, in the 
bowed-downneſs of my Spirit, to 
take theſ@Mings into ſerious and 
weightyConhderation; and whilſt 
the Day of your Viſitation laſts, "Dn 
cry mightily unto God, that he I 
may take away your ſtony Hearts Exe. xi. _ 
and give unto you Hearts of19. __ 
Fleſh; that Tenderneſs may be — 
ſeen upon you, and a right Spirit „ 
renewed within you; that ſo e 
no longer may be found doing e. 
ſpite unto the Spirit of Grace, Heb x 29. 
which hath appeared unto you, to : 
teach you your Duty towards 
God, and how you ought to lire 
in this World; for, ſaith the A- Titus ii 14 
poſtle, the Grace of God that 


ppeared 
RE | 


bringeth Salvation bath a 
. Df 


= 
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28 A Call to the Unfaithful 
to all Men, teaching us, that de- 
nying Ungodlineſs and worldly 
Luft, we ſhould live ſoberly, righ- 
teouſly and godly in this preſent 
World. You therefore who ne- 
glect its Appearance, are ſlight- 
ing your own Salvation, which 
the living God hath freely offer'd 
Deut. xxx Unto you; and ſo are chuſing Death 
15. rather than Lite, and for a Meſs 
of this World are, au- like, ſell- 
Gen e your Birth- rights: But there 
33. Wyz a Lime in which he ſought 
Heb, xii the fame with Tears and could 
16, 17. not find it; and ſuch Time will 
N certainly overtake Yea, if you 
Wk » continue 1n this State, and will by 
8 no Means be prevailed on to ſeek 
the Lord, whilſt he is yet willing 
to be {ound of you. But be ye 
'- prevailed on, and rouſed up out 
of this your careleſs Frame of Spi- 
rit, and now begin and work out 
Phil ii . Salvation with Fear and 
"rembling beſore the Lord, and 
ſo making vour Calling and Elec- 
tion ſare with him, doing your 
John xi 9. Day's Work in the Day-time, tor 
the Night will come in which no 
Eccl. xi 3. Man can work; for as the Tree 
falls, ſo it lies, whether to the 
North or South; and as Death 
FE | e ] eay es | 
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leaves, Judgment finds; there is 


no Repentance in the Grave: 


Therdore prize your Time, and 
dwell no longer at Eaſe in your 
Minds, for ye are far behind-hand 


in your Day's Work, altho' ſome 


of you have been called as in the 
Morning of your Days; therefore 
the greater will your Condemna- 


tion be, and upon you is the Woe Amos vi i. 


pronounced againſt them in old 
Time, who were at Eaſe in 9202, 
pleaſing yourſelves with your own 
delt-cenceits, but arc not grieved 


for the Afflictions of Joſeph © But Am. vi 6. 


a Day is coming wherein the 


mighty God will mightily difturb 


' : ”y 8 = * 5 
your Couches and Beds of Eaſe, Am. vi 4. 


whereon you are ſtretching your- 
ſelves; and the Wine of your 


| Sweetneſs ſhall be turned into the 


Gall of Bitterneſs, and your de- 


lightſome Land into a waſte howl- pq 


. 


ing Wilderneſs. Thus will the 33. 


Lord revenge himſelt on the care- 


leſs and ſlothful ones, who hare 
no regard to Truth, but are turn-. 
ing their Backs on it, becauſe they 


cannot have an undue Liberty © 


therein, no not ſo much as in the _ 
ſmalleſt Matters; but there muſt - * 


Þs a. coming to Judgment, which 


—4 þ"# 4 
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Luke xvi be granted; 


13. 
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A Call to the Unfaithful 


is every Way unpleaſant to you, 


who love to gratify a vain Mind; 

and therefore the Way ſcems too 
ſtreight for you that you cannot 
walk therein; and yet you would 
be looked on as ſuch, who do 
walk in the Truth: And one is 
ſaying, I have been convinced ſo 
long; and another, I go no where 
but to Friends Meetings; and o- 
thers from Birth and Education 
lay Claim to Truth, and it would 
be ill taken if it ſhould be ſaid, 

they are not of our Society; altho” 
the Latitude and undue Liberty 
they are trequently taking, too 
mach declares it, and thus are ma- 


niteſting a Delire of being Heirs 


of two Kingdoms, which will not 
{or a Man cannot 
| Aerve two Mafters, as ſaid our 
bleſſed Lord, for either he will 
hate the one, and love the other, 


or elſe he will hold to the one, ; 


and deſpiſe the other: We cannot 
ſerve God and Mammon. Conti- 
der then, I beſcech you, to whom 
ye are yielding yourſelves; for to 
whom ye yield yourſclvesServants F 
to obe y, his Servants ye are, whe- 

ther of Sin unto Death, or of O- 
| bedicnce Unto Ly ghtcouſneſs; Ra WE 
Wo- 


Sni of ab. 


and if Servants of Sin, free from 


wholgeved bn Bi Sin is the John viii 
Servant of Sin, ſaid our Saviour ; 34- 


Righteouſneſs, faith the Apoltle 9” Se oP 


Paul: And whilſt Sin remains and 
is delighted in, vain are all Pre- 
tenſions to Religion. And accord- 
ing to what the Apoftle Peter 


— 


ſaich, if aſter having eſcaped the 2 pet. ii, 


Pollutions of the World, thro' the 20, 21. 


Knowledg of the Lord and Savi- 
our Jeſus Chriſt, they are again 
intangled therein, and overcome, 
the latter End is worſe with them 
than the Beginning ; for it had 


been better tor thein not to have 


known the Way of Righteouſneſs, 


than after they have known it, to 


turn from the holy Commandment 
delivered unto them. Oh! here, 


you that own yourſelves to have 


been reached unto by Chriſt, and 
convinced of his eternal Trath, 


may clearly ſee, that without a. 


fteady adhering to the Truth, 


your being convinced can be of no * 


Advantage; but a Diſadvantage 5 


it will be to you in rejecting ſo 
merciful a Viſitatiov, by which 
you aredrawing down God's Diſ- 


pleaſure upon you: For, as ſaid 5 
"Ws F Apoſtle Paul, the A f Rom. i 18. 
O " 
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A Call to the Urfaithfut 
God is revealed from Heaven a- 
gainſt all Ungodlineſs and Unrigh- 


teouſneſs ot Men, who held the 
Truth in Unrightcouſnels : And 


pfal. I. 16, unto the Wicked God ſaith, what 
17,18, 19. haſt thou to do to declare my Sta- 


tutes, or that thou ſhouldeſt take 
wy Covenant in thy Mouth? ſee- 

ing thou hateſt Inſtruction, and 
caſteſt my Words behind thee : 
When thou ſaweſt a Thief, then 
thou conſentedſt with him, and 
haſt been Partaker with Adulte: | 


rers: Thou gaveſt thy Mouth to 


Evil, and thy Tongue trameth 


Deceit: Thou fitteſt and ſpeakeſt 


againſt thy Brother : Thou flan- 
dereft thine own Mother's Son. 
And may it not with Sorrow be 
ſaid, this is become too much the 


Caſe of many in our Time, that 
are of the Stock and Offspring of 


pious and godly Men and Wo- 


Erk. men: But, as the Son was not to 


ſuller for "the Father's Offences, 


ſo, on the other Hand, if the Son = 
retuſe to obey God, his Fathers 


Happineſs will not be intailed up- 
on him; for, ſaid the Lord to the 
Prophet, all Souls are mine, as 


the Soul of the Father, ſo alſo the 
Soul Lin) the Son is mine; the Soul 


has ' 
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Profeſſors of Truth. 33 
that ſinneth it ſhall die; and ſure. 
ly it will fall heavy on ſuch young , 
Neople as have had, or that nok } 
have the Opportunity to obſerve * 
the pious and godly Example of 
tender Parents, and yet take no 
Regard either to their Examples 
or Precepts, but let looſe the- 
Reins of their Minds to many 
Corruptions; and yet ſome of 
theſe would, nevertheleſs, have it 
thought that they are of the ſame 
Principles with their Parents. But 
alas! you are but like the fooliſhVir- 
gins be fore- mentioned, that hold 


l 


a Lamp without Oil, and ſo at laſt 
deceive yourſelves: Wherefore 
2 take Warning in time, left the A- 
0 larm be ſounded, when you think 
_ not of it; for ſurely, ſuch as Men Gal. vi 7, 
1 ſow, ſuch ſhall they reap; and if s. 
of they fow to the Fleſh they ſhall 
* reap Corruption, but if to the Spi- 
to rit, then Life everlaſting; and to | 
8 be carnally minded is Death, but Rom. vii 
pcs to be ſpiritually minded is Life ©: ; 
8 and Peace. Therefore in the Love 
up- of God I call unto you, to forſake 
the | the corrupt Ways of the World, 
as | 20d cloſe in with the Spirit of 
the 1 -Chrift, that ſo you may know the 
Soul Deeds of the Fleſh mortified; for, 
thi SY © laid 


Th - "I 4 Gal to the www 


Rom, viii faid the Apoſtle, if ye, thro the 
13. Spirit, do mortify the Deeds of 
the Body, ye ſhall live: And would 

e not live eternally with God? 

Num xxiii Yes ſurely, all are willing to dis 
10. the Death of the Rightcous, 4g 

to ſhare with them in heavenl) 
Manſions of Glory: But this can- 
not be, but as you come to dwell 

under the Croſs of Chriſt, and givg 

that to the Fire that is for the 

Fire, and to the Sword that I 
is for the Sword, ſo that all may_ 

be ſlain in you which is not o 

God; then you will not only have 

to tell of being convinced, but ex- 

ock uach That which converts the 

oul to God. And here alſo may 

you, who are the Offspring of the 
Faithful Children and Servants of 
vi God, come to inherit the Crown 
of immortal Life with your Pa- 
rents, who may be gone beſore, 
and are now reaping an endleſs { 

| Reward for their Obedience to 
Keb xi6. Chriſt; for the Lord is a rich Re- 

5 warder of all them who faithſully 
t + ſerve him. Wherefore be ye pre- 

vailed with tohearken to his Call. 
Oh! mind his tender Invitation; 
let it not be any longer mags in | « 
vain to any of you, but break off 
Tron 3 
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from the Foll y and Corruption of 
the World, and come and humble 
yourſclyes, like the Prodigal of 
old, ſo ſhall you meet with a mer- 
citul Reception; tor the heaven» 

ly Father's Bowels of Mercy roll 
towards you, and as he ſpread Mat. iii 
forth the Wing of tender Loye to 
Ferujalem, ſo is he opening it to 
you, even you who are of the Stock 

| and Offspring of his People: But 
take Care you do not weary him 
out, for it ſo, then ſhall you feel, 
that inſtead of ſucet Viſits of Love 
and Mercy, he will turn his Hand 
in Judgment upon you; and tho” 5 
you may cry to him, he will not 
anſwer your Deſires, becauſe how - 
he, the Holy One, called to you, 
ye would not anſwer; but. turned 
the deaf Ear unto him, like Je. 
riſalem But Oh! what a dread. 
ful Day brought ſhe upon herſelf 
thereby! May the Conſideration 


ihereof tale Place with Jer, e , M; 43 
are in the ſame rebellious Nature,, 


that ſo, whilſt there is yet a little 8 


Space between you and Deftruc= |: |: 4 
ue for Peace witty © 


tion, you may 
the Lord, who is full of Compaſ- 
ion to his Creatures. Vet he ſaid; 

my Spitit ſhall not ende 3. 
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A Call to the Unfaithſul 
with Man, for that he alſo is Fleſh; 
and therefore, as it was ſaid, to 


Heb. in y. Day if you will hear my Voice, 


15. 


harden not your Hearts, but turn 


Hoſ. xiv 4. to the Lord and he will heal your 


Ala. i 18. 


Iſa. xxx 


Exe. Xiii 
15. 


Backſlidings; and as ye are wil- 
ling to put away the Evil of your 
Doings from before the Lord, then 


may you come and he will reaſon 


with you; and if your Sins be as 
Scarlet, they ſhall be white as 
Snow z tho' they be red like Crim- 
ſon, they ſhall be as Wool. 
But this Thing of coming to 
n er is what many who are 
Lovers of Pleaſure more than God, 
care not to hear ſo much of; but 
would have (as of old) the Seers. 
to ſee not; and ſay to the Pro- 
hets, propheſy not unto us right 
hings, ſpeak unto us fmooth. 


Things, propheſy Deceits: But, 


alas! were it to be ſo, what Be- 
nefit could that be to looſe and 

careleſs ones, to. be dawbed with 
untempered Mortar? For both 
the Dawber and the Dawbed were 
to ſuffer together, as we find in 

the Prophet Ezekiel; the Lord 


would accompliſh his Wrath up- 


on the Wall, and upon them that 
have daubed it with untempered 
2 
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Mortar; and will ſay unto you, 
the Wall is no more, neither they 
that daubed it. Thus we may 
take Notice how the Hand of 
Gcd turned in Judgment upon 
both Prophets and People who 
were corrupt, And doany think 
that there is a greater Liberty 
under the Diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel allowed to Men, than there 
was under the Law: Oh! ſurely 
nay, for God is of purer Eyes 
than to behold Evil with Allow- 
ance; for our dear Lord ſaid, he 
would ſend the Comforter, the John xvi 
Spirit of Truth, to his Diſciples, 7- 
and when he is come he will re- 
prove the World of Sin; and are 
you! not reproved? Is not that 
ſure Word of Prophecy declaring 
to you, what your End muſt be, 
if you deny Chriſt before Men? 
Oh! will he not deny you before 
his Father? 5 
But it may be ſome will ſay, 
how do we deny him, ſince ve 
_ profeſs Faith in him, and own and? #7 
believe he is the Saviour of the _ 
World? It may be anſwered, that 
up- notwithſtanding you may thus be. 
that I lieve, yet by Works you deny __ 
ered him, and ſo are making void your 
. = Faith 2 Os 
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38 J Call to the Unfaithful a 
| Faith. which becomes dead thro? 
Diſobedience, how lively ſoever 
it may have once been. Whilſt you 
remained under true Subjection to 
the Will of God, you' felt your 
Faith in Chriſt to increaſe; for his 

divine Virtue filled your Souls, 
the Sweetneſs whereat was ſuch as 
marred the Glory of this World; 
aud there was nothing in ſo much 
Eſteem with you as the pure En- 
Joyment of that Life, which our 
Lord and Saviour gives to all 
them who truly believe in and o- 
bey him. 333 
And, he did not only come and 
give us Life, but that we alſo 
might know the Aboundings and 


_»| _—— daily Increaſe thereof; which, 
r praiſed be the Name of Almighty 
r God, a Remnant do witneſs, and 


can truly ſay, there is nothing they 
ſo much deſire as the Continuati- 
on of his divine Favour unto them; 
and in order thereunto are careful- 
ly watching over themſelves, that 
they may not be miſtaken, or led 
into Corruption, and are diligent- 
John ii ly coming to the Light, to exa- 
21. mine every Thought, Word and 
nr Action, that ſo their Deeds may 
„ be made manitcft, that they art 


Froſeſſors of Trut h. 


„ Wronght in God. Oh! theſe are 


the living Branches that abide in 


the holy Vine, and are daily ſup+- 


plied with Lite and Virtue from 
that never-tailing Root, which 
enableth them, Day by Day, to 


bring forth ſuch Fruits as renders 


them truly acceptable to God, 
which thoſe that abide not in him 
cannot do. 


"WE 


For, ſaid Chriſt, the Branch John xv 


cannot bear Fruit ot itfelf, except 4, 10. 


it abide in the Vine, no more can 


ye, except ye abide in me; and if 


(ſaid he ye keep tny Command- 


ments, ye ſhall abide in my Love; 
but ſuch as are yielding to Pride, 
Drunkenneſs, Covetouſneſs, Whit... 
Pcring, Backbiting, Sc. are not 
keeping his Commandments, and 
ſo are depriving themſelves ot his 


Love. And what greater Injury 


can any one do himſelf, than to 
deprive himſelf of the Love and 
Favour of God ? Sure nothing can 
exceed it. Therefore, faith eve- 
ry faithful and upright One to the 


Lord, whatever low or worldly 


Enjoyments thou ſeeſt meet to de- 
Babs me of, Oh! let me not be 


dep ri red of the in ward Influences 
ot the Victues of thy divine 


E 


Love 2 


Iſa. xxvi 
L 


reſide and take up his Abode in 


the Peace that reſts upon the Souls 


what they do tends to his Glory, 


hard Reflections which may be 


ao N 
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Fer what is this World, or all 
the Glory and Friendſhip thereof? 
It's as nothing to the true Follow - 
ers of Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe Love 
and Delight is placed in the Lord, | 
And as the Mind is ſtayed on him, . 
he will keep ſuch in perfect Peace 
and make his Abcde with them. 
And whilſt he, in his great Wiſ- 
dom and Power, doth meaſurably : 


us, our Hearts are filled with pure 
Leal, ſuch as is conſiſtent with 
true Knowledge, in which, thoſe 
who enjoy it are led in all Things 
agreeable to the Will of God; and 


being careful to diſcharge them- 
ſelves of what they know is their 
Duty: And great is, and will be, 


of ſuch, notwithſtanding the many 


caſt upon them, by ſuch whoſe 
looſe and libertine Behaviour they 
have reproved and teſtified againſt, 
which with ſome 1s Provocation 
enough, to abuſe and beſpatter, if 
poſſible, ſuch of the Lord's faith- 
tul Servants who cannot wink or: 
connive at Wickedneſs, let it ap- 
pear in whom it will, whether 
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Proſeſſors of Truth. 

Rich or Poor, but muſt bear a2 
faith. ul Teſtimony againſt it. 

For altho' thoſe who walk in | Johni6. 
the Light nave true Fellowſhip 
"a0 with another, yet they cannot 

have Fellowthip with ſuch as walk 2.Cor. vi 


in Darkneſs, tho they may be 4, 85: 
FX making an outward Protetſion F 


the Truch with us, and pretend 
*. to believe in, the Light, as many 
in this ec 0 Summer Day ſeem to 
do. To be. called a Oker is not 


GO” 
now attended with ſo much Diffi- 


culty as it was went to be; People ERS 


may now go to Meeting without 
the Hazard of being ſent to Pri- 
ſon, and from the Priſon to the 
Whipping-poſt; which was the 
ot r many of our antient 
Friends, ſoine of whom did not 
only ſufler many cruel Beatings, 
but even Deatliitſelt; and all for 
their Lone and Obedience to 
Chriſt, whoſe Sayings they were 
fully bent to keep, and to do; and 
ſo approved themſelves to be of 
the Number of thoſe whom our 
Lord likened unto a wiſe. Man, Mat. vii 
who built his Houſe upon a Rock; 24. 
_ and altho' the Rain deſcended, 
the Floods came, and the Winds 
28 and beat upon that Houſe, 
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42 A Call to the Unfaithful 
it fell not, for it was founded up- 
on a Rock. And, prailed be the 
Name of the Lord, there are yet 
a Remnant, whoſe Fect are fixed 
on the Holy Rock, where they 
ftand for the Cauſe of God, and 


are truly concerned that the Camp # 


ot ſpiritual 1/rae! may be kept 

Joſu vii 1. clean, and that no Achau may 
lodge within it. Therefore they 

are oſten making Search, and hunt 

out every corrupt Thing, in or- 

der that Unrighteouſneſs may not 

lodge, or be ſecretly encouraged, 

among us the Lord's People; 
knowing that there can be little 

room to expect the Church of 

Chriſt ſhould flouriſh, where any 

Thing is countenanced that is not 
conſiſtent with the Purity of the 
Goſpel; and therefore the faith- 
ful Followers of the Lamb are, as 
formerly, for having every Thing 
kept under and deſtroyed which 
is not of God, that ſo Truth may 
{till be known to flouriſh in all 
who profeſs it. And that there 
may be no juſt Cauſe given tor 
People to fay, the Quakers are 
not ſo ſtrict as they uſed to be, 
but come nearer to them, and can 
act as they do: For altho* this 
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Profeſſors of Truth. © 

may be too true, with reſpect to 
ſome Particulars, yet it is not in 
the general; for the fame godly 
Care which reſted upon the Hearts 
of the Faithtul formerly, yet lives 
and remains upon many to this. 
Day; and they are as zealouſly 
concerned to bear a Teſtimony 
againſt the yain and corrupt Ways 
ot the World now, as much as e- 
ver; for the Faithful know the 
Truth is the ſame it ever was, and 
that it allows of no Liberty to 
commit Unrighteouſneſs. : 

And yet, notwithſtanding all 
the Labour and Chriſtian Care of 
the Faithful, there is (we muſt al- 
low.) too much room for ſuch a 
Saying, reſpecting ſome in Pro- 
feſſion with us, who can ſhape 
themſelves according to the Com- 


pany they are with; when among 


the Sober and truly Religious, 
they appear demure, and ſeem 


very caretul to uſe the plain Lan- 
guage; but let them but turn 


their Backs, as it were, and the 
Quaker ſhall in a Moment be all 
thrown off, and being in Compa- 
ny with thoſe who can give Com- 
pliments one to another, they are 
a8 ready with them as any of 
WEBS OE thoſe 
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A Call to the Luſaithſu! 
thoſe who were never reſtricted 
_ but inſtructed and trained ; 

in the Ule of them. 

e tor you, who are of the 
Stock of Friends, to be tound in 
{ach ſort of Behaviour, is ridicu- 
lous; and thoſe you are thus imi- 
tating, tho” they may ſeem pleaſ- 


ed with theſe Appearances in you, 


yet behind your Backs make a 
Kidicule and Sport of it, and be- 


| ftow the Title of Baftard N. Onakers 


upon you; tor they know it is 
not conliftent with the Quakers 
Principles to be ſound in ſuch fort 
of Behaviour: And could the Pa- 
rents of ſome, who now prattiſe 
ſuch Things, have „ with. 
pulling oft the Hat, and with the. 
uſual Ceremonies, they had not 
ſuffered ſo much Cruelty as they. 
did, becauſe for Conſcicnce-ſake. 
they could not do it: For the 
Lord had convinced them of his 
holy Truth, thro' which they ſav. 
the Evoriocl and Vanity of ſuch 
kind of Compliments, both in 
Male and Female; and that. it 
was not the Spirit of Chriſt which 
led into them, but that they 
ſprung from 2 proud ambitious | 
Mind in the Creature, which 
| ene 
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ſeeks to be adored and ſet UWP» 
But God reſiſteth the Proud, hd jam. iv 6. 
will puniſh the World tor their! Per V5. 
Evil, and the Wicked for their {{-xi 11 
Iniquity, and cauſe the Arro- 
gancy of the Proud to ceaſe, and 
will lay low the Haughtineſs of 
the Terrible. 

Wherefore confider in Time: 
| you who are of the Stock and Of 

ſpring of the meek Followers of 
holy Jeſus, and break off from alt 
ſuch vain Imitations, which cor- 
rupt your Minds, and tend only 
to pleaſe and gratify proud\Fleſh 
which 1 is to be mortified; for it 
is of the Kingdom of Antichriſt, 
and muſt be brought down: And 
the Day is come, and coming 
more and more, which the Pro- 

phet ſpoke of, "which ſhall burn Mal. ir f. 
as an Oven, and all the Proud, 
yea, and all that do wickedly, 
mall be Stubble, and the Day 
that cometh mall burn them up, 
faith the Lord of Hoſts, that it 
ſhall leave them neither Root nor 
Branch. And praiſed be the 
great Name of God, a Remnant 
are brought in a great and good 
Degree, inwardly and ſpiritually 
to experience, that as the Fire in 

5 the 
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the Oven burns inwardly, to the 

_ conſuming of all that is Fuel to 

it, ſo .doth the Word of God ſe- 

cretly and inwardly burn, to the 
— conſuming and taking away of 
both the Root and Branch of Un- 
righteouſneſs out of the Hearts of 

them who are ſubject to it; and 

all that are in good earneſt to 

have a Place among the ſanctified 

and redeemed of God, deſire this 

holy Word and Fire of the Lord 

may not ceaſe burning in them, 

until all be conſumed which is not 

of Chriſt, and ſo may be ever more 

in Subſtance than in Shew, and 

to become firmly fixed in the di- 

55 vine Root, and ſo ſettled upon 
the Foundation of God, that nei- 
ther Things preſent nor to come 
may ever be able to ſhatter or n 
move them from the holy Way of t. 
the Lord. And doubtleſs thoſe 

who truly witneſs ſuch a pure in- 

ward Heart-work wroughtin them 

by the Power of God, are thoſe 

that can anſwer to what the Pro- 
phet Hatah mentioned, when he 

Iſa. xxxiii cries out, Who amongſt us ſhall 
14, 15. dwell with the devouring Fire? 
5 who amongſt us ſnall dwell 
with everlatting Burnings? H 


Profeſſors of Truth, _ 
then proceeds and gives Account 
who it is that ſhould be able; it's 
he that walketh e and 
ſpeaketh uprightly; he that de- 
ſpiſeth the Gain ot Gpreſſi ons, that 
ſbakech his Hands from holdin got 
Bribes, that ſtoppcth his Ears from 

hearing ol Blood, and ſhatteth his 
Eyes from ſceing Exil.? 

Oh! here the Looſe, the Li- 
bertine, the cryel and Vain un- 
righteous Men, may ſee them- 
ſelves unable to ftand againſt the 
mighty Force of the Fire of God's 
Word, ſhould it break forth with» 
out Mixture of Mergy upon them, 
by Reaſon of their havin rejected 
the Viſitation of the PE and 
Favour of God, and are fb averſe 
to his Call, that ip ſtead of Lifts 
ning thereunto, they are. ſtopping 
their Ears, and even ſhut their 
Eyes when any Thing from Jeſus 
Chriſt is tenderly offered them for 
their future Good. But let the 
Enemy whiſper to them of ſome- 
thing that is agreeable to their 
vain Appetite, Oh! how quick 
the Libertine Perſon can hear, 
and with. great Pleaſure open his 
5 and look upon Folly and 
Aruption, and receive Iniquity 

| with 
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with Greedineſs : But whoever 
thou art, that thus yieldeſt up thy- 
ſelf to the Government of Satan, 
and pleadeſt for it, ſaying, There is 
nothing but ſweet and delicious 
Meats, alas! though it may to 


thy corrupt Mind and depraved 


Senſes, appear ſweet in the Mouth, 
it will be bitter in the Belly; there 


is ſuch a Sting will follow upon 
all thy ſinſul Pleaſures, which 
Will never ceaſe from afflicting 


thee, and as a Corroſive will gnaw 


upon thy Soul, and fill thee with 


continual Pain, and it the Day of 
God's Mercy ſhall bæ near expired, 
where then art thou 

Oh! thou poor Soul, whoever 
thou art, whether high or low, 


rich or poor, that art diſobedient 
to Chriſt, and got from under the 


Holy Croſs, thou art now rejoy- 


cing in that which will procure a 


bitter Cup for thee, if not timely 
repented of: Wherefore ail you 
corrupt and libertine Ones, ſtand 
Mill and liften to that ſmall but 


living Voice of Truth in your 


Hearts; for it is when the Mind 


is retired into a degree of Still- 


neſs, that a proper Diſtinction can 


be made, between the Voice d 


- 
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Profeſſors of Truth. 
Satan and the Voice of God. And 


ſuch hath been, and ſtill is, the 


piercingneſs of God's Word in 


the Soul, that how ftout ſoever 


any have been, and though they 


may have thought nothing ſhould 
ever bring them to conteſs they 
had done any Thing contrary to. 


the Truth, or worthy of Blame, 
and ſo many have braved it out 
until Stillneſs was commanded, 


and the Voice of the holy Judge 


heard; and the true and juſt 


Witneſs having Liberty to ariſe, 
will ſo juſtly accuſe ſuch, as that 
all their Stoutneſs will be broke. 


down, and inſtead of ſaying they 
are not to blame, there will be a 


ſuing for Peace, and craving Par. 


don for the many Offences com- 
mitted againit the Rules and Or. 
ders of the Government of Chriſt, 


which had been ſet up in the 


Heart. 


And ſuch is the Goodneſs 400 


Mercy of him, the great and holy 
One, that upon humble Submiſſi- 


on to him, ſuch truly penitent 
Ones have met with Forgiveneſs,: 
and thro' the Operation ol his 
holy Power in them, have: been 
ſet free from their many Corrup- 
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ſuch that are now purſuing the 


from me, I offered my Help, but 
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4 Call to the Ur ait hſul 
tions and Defilements, and have 
then been led to admire the great 
Mercy and Goodneſs of God to, 
them, in that he was mercitully 
pleaſed to bring them to a true 
Senfe of Conviction 3 and did 
not in his Dilpleaſure cut them 
off. 

Oh! ſaith my Soul, that all 


Corruptions of their own Minds, 
might be thus ſeized and taken 
hold of, and timely brought to 
ſee the Want of a Ph yſician, leſt 
it ſhould be ſaid to chen Depart 


ye refuſed ; I told you what the 
Conſequence would be, if ye went 
on in the Way wherein ye were; 
but you would have none of my 
Counſel, looking upon yourſelyes 
whole, and wanting no Phyſician. 
Oh ! here, a Day of Diftreſs will 
come like an armed Man upon 
thoſe who will not be won upon, 
or in any ways hearken to the 
Voice of the Lord. Ah! me- 
thinks, there are many who muſt 


aſſent. to this Truth, and ſay 101 
is not for want of being be 4-4 the 
unto, that we are found purſuing- dil 
2 vicious Ne; for that the Lord: | # 


bath. 


Profeſſors of Jrutb. 
hath often called immediately by 
his Spirit, and allo by his Mini- 
ſters and other his faithful Ser- 
vants: But, alas! may not ſuch 
fay, we have diſregarded both; 
tho' we have at times been a 
little touched with the heavenly 
Influences of the divine Mercy 
of God, yet it was to us but as 
the Seed which fell on the High- 
way Ground; ſor the Enemy's 
Inticements were ſo prevalent in 
us, that thoſe tender Viſitations 
and inward Touches of the Love 
and Favour of God, we were 
ſoon deprived of, and fo fell 
from the Appearance of Grace 
into Wantonneſs again, by which 
our Hearts are become hardened. 
This is undoubtedly true, for by 
frequently neglecting the Viſita. 
tions of the Holy One, Men may 
at laſt be ſo lett to themſelves, as 
to be locked up in ſuch a State 
of Death and Darkneſs, as not. 
to ſee any Harm in the vileſt of 
Sins. | 
Oh! what Need is there then, 
or every one who hath witneſſed 
their Candle lightned, to watch. 
diligently that it be kept burning, 
in order that every Appearance of 

BEE: „ the 


A Call to the Unfaithful 
the Adverſary may be timely _ 
feen, and in God's Power ftood 
againſt. And theſe who would 
be ſuitably qualified with Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Power from God, muſt 
get down into Humility, and in 
great Sincerity offer up their 
humble Addretles to him; and as 
he, the Holy One, is in an awtul 
Manner ſo applied to, with full 
Purpoſe of Heart to become a 
ſincere Follower of Chriſt, ſuch 
will not be forgotten by him, 
thro' the Virtue of whoſe divine 
Power it is, that the Faithful are, 
and have, thro' every Generation, 
been preſerved and upheld, to 
the Praiſe and Glory of God, and 
by him made as the Salt of the 
Earth; tor being filled with the 
Lite and Virtue of Chrift, and 
ſtanding ſingly devoted to the 
Service of God, ſuch have been, 
amel divers yet are, made emi— 
nently ſerviceable in his Hand, 
to reach to the divine Witneſs in 
others; who thro' the Operation 
of the holy Meaſure of Lite, Rave 
been brought to believe in Chtiſt 
and to become ſubject to the G- 
vernment of his Spirit, and ſo 
have had a Right to call Rink | 
: an 
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© Profeſſors of Truth. 
and Maſter, by reaſon they are 
ſubject to his Commands, and in 
all Things ſeek to honour him, 
and live under a pure Senſe of 
the Mercy of God to them, in 
that whilit they were Lranſgreſ- 


Rule and Gov ernment, he was 
pleaſed to ftretch forth his Hand 
1. Love and Mercy, and make 
bare the Arm ot his Salvation, 
whereby they now feel themſelves 
ſet in a good Degree of Liberty 
from their old * whoſe Aim 
and Deſign was to have kept them 
3 Bondage, and ſo to have cut 


God's Glory. 
who have thus ſeen what the Lord 
„ him; hath not he brought you 


tho' you may lometimes have ap- 
prehended that the Enemy was 


doubtful Apprehenlions, and fill- 
ed you with a Fear of being car- 
ried back into the old miſerable 


4 
d 3 midſt 


* ſors, and even Enemies to his 


them off from Happineſs, or ha 
ing any Place in the Kingdom of, 


Oh! let me now ſay to all you, 0 
can do for them that believe in 
out of Egypt ſpiritually ! And al. 


purſuing you, and the Sea before 
you, which brought you under 


State again; * having, in the 


* 
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midit of this, humbly -beſought 

the Lord, Ahe hath ariſen rg 
made way tor you thro' the va- 

rious Difficulties which attended 

you 1n the Courſe of your Pil- 
grimage and Progreſs Siou- Wards. 

So that there is no Room, or Rea- 

ſon, tor any to ſink under Diſcou- 

Ifa. xlix ragements; there may be a Poſſi- 
15. bility ot a Woman's forgerting 
her ſucking Child, yet it cannot 

be, that the Lord ſhould neglect 


Divine Will. 
Therefore be not ban Metec 


whom. you looked upon to be 
much betore you in a ſpifitual 

7 Growth in the bleſſed Truth, 
have yet been overcome by the 
Enemy: But let me ſay to ſuch, 

V ho are thus beſet, Look not our 
this Way, for here it is that the 
« Fubtil Adverſary is endeavouring 
to undermine your Faith, and o 


HE by Degrees will deprive you of 
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ſach as are nenn obe y ing his 


or let in Unbelict, becauſe ſome, 


«what ſhould be yo Support, and 


. which is the Quencher of the be⸗ 
* Darts of the Enemy. be 
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ſay, there is nothing in Religion, 


bave given way to the gratitying 


ol the like Condition with which 
the Apoſtle had juſt Reaſon to 
upbraid the 9888 where be - _ ©: 


Are you ſo fooliſh? Having begun 


upon our Minds; for notwith⸗-⸗ 


Prof. ſor S of Truth. | ze 
Oh! this has been the Way 11 
which the Serpent hath beguiled 1 


ſome innocent Ones, and brought - 


ſuch a thick Veil oft Darkneſs o- 


ver them, and bereaved them of 
the Light and Lite of Chriſt, that 
{ome of theſe have not track to 


it is but a meer Bubble: And 1o 


L in whatſoever their 
orrupt Minds led them unto. 
Such are fallen under ſomething 


ſays, Oh! fooliſh Galatians, who Gall ii 1. 
hath! bewitched you, that ye 2, 3%, 55 
ſhould not obey the Truth, be- 
tore whoſe Eyes Jeſus Chriſt hath 

been evidence! y ſet forth crucified 
amongſt you; this, ſaid he, would 

1 only learn of you, received ye 

the Spirit by the Works of the 
Law, or by the hearing of Faith? 


in the Spirit, are ye now made 
pertect by the Fleſh? | 


Here we may ſee, how necek; IP 
ſary it is to keep a conſtant Watch - 


Randing 4 State of Convincement 
1 Cn 3 : i | may ; 


* 
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may be come to, and ſome De- 
gree of the Operation of God's 
Spirit experienced in the Soul, 
yet {ſuch a State may be ſoon loſt, 
thro' looking out tov much at 
the Failures of others. Had the 
Apoſtles been ſo feebly affected 
towards their great Lord and 
Maſter, they might have all fell ; 
for what a ſhocking Thing mutt it 
have appeared to be, there being 
but twelve of them, and that one 
of them thould betray his Lord 
into the Hands of Murderers! 
But we do not find it had any 
fuch ill Effect upon the other Ele- 
ven, as any ways to leſſen their 
faithful Regard to Jeſus Chriſt, 
their holy Lord. Oh! then why 
ſhould any, whom the Lord hath 
mercifully fayoured with a true 
Senſe and Feeling of his inward 
and ſpiritual Appearance, become 
offended ſo as to disbelieve the 
'Truth, becauſe of the Failures of 
ſome who once may have been 
zealous Profeſſors thereof; and fo 
to think it a ſufficient Reaſon to 
decline having any farther Regard 
to that holy and pure Principle 
mani ſeſted in your Hearts; and 
not only ſo, but- become filled 
Us with 


l * 


Profeſſors of Truth. 
with Prejudice againſt the whole 
Society, and are led into a mali- 
cious uncharitable Spirit, to judge 
all for the Unfaithfulneſs of ſome. 
And as this may have happened 
to ſome, whereby their Faith is 
overthrown ; let all ſuch, as now 
are ready at times to look out this 
Way, take Warning in time, and 
inſtead of looking at that which 1s 
attended with ſo much Prejudice, 
rather ſeek and diligently labour 
to get your Minds girded with 
the Girdle of Truth; and conſi- 
der, that altho' one ſhould fall to 
the Right Hand, and another to 
the Left, yet God's Way is per- 
fect, even and good; and he that 
hath a ſingle Eye to it, ſhall be 
bleſſed with the Renewings of 
the Love of God upon his Soul; 
and he, or ſhe, who holds out to 
the End will be ſaved. It was 
the unſaithful Servant's ſlighting Mat. xxv 
and neglecting the Talent the 27. 
Lord had mercitully favoured him 2 
with which was the Caufe of his 
being condemned. e 
Wherefore, whoſoeyer thon 
art that haſt been favoured with! . 
the leaſt Appearance of the Light 
ef Chriſt in thy Soul, be thou 
RE falthſul 


* 
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faithful to it; it is given thee to 
lead thee out of Darkneſs, and 
will, as thou followeſt the pure 
Leadings thereof, bring thee 
where thou mayeſt have free Ac- 
ceſs to Chriſt, and thro' Faith 
draw ot his divine Virtue to thy 
Soul, in which thy Strength in 
him will be ſo increaſed, and thy 
Underſtanding brightened, that, 
inſtead of ftumbling at the M/- 
ſteps of others, thou wilt fee it 
highly neceſlary to take heed to 


= 
thy own Standing; and being tru- I; 
ly ſubject to the Order and Go- e 
vernment of the Spirit of Chriſt, | #& 
Inſtead of turning thy Back on the in 
Truth, thou wilt then ſtand up tic 


for it, and in the Authority of of 
God's Power call to thoſe who MW i; 
are backſliding; and whether they 
will hear, or not, thou ſhalt find 

great Peace and Comfort in the 
true Diſcharge of thy Conſcience 
rowards thy Brother, whom thou 
ſaweſt going aſtray from the Lord, 
But inficad of this Chriſtian 
Labour with thoſe thou mayeſt ther 
{ce forlaking the Way of Truth, I cerr 
i thou ſhouldeſt ſuffer the Advers his 


faty to get in upon thy Mind, and I he jy 
fil thy Heart with Prejudice ar || $ 
| gainſt !( 
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Profe ſors of Truth. Ep 
gainſt the honeſt and faithful F ol. Bo 
lowers of Chriſt, here thou wilt 
come to ſuſtain an irreparable 
Loſs, by being turned back into 
the Wisdemels Again, where, 77 
reaſon of Unbelief, thou muſt "ES xiv. 
left to periſh, as many of the T/- 26, 27,& 
raelites did, who were Murmurers 
againſt G od, and ſlighted! his Ser- 
vant Moſes. 

Wherefore, Oh! Soul, whoe= 
ver thou art, and who mayeſt 
read theſe Lines, if under the 
like Beſetment as "above expreſſ- 
ed, my Heart is deeply affected 
for thee, and my ſincerę Breath- 
ings to God are for thy Preſerva- 
tion. The Lord hath extended 
of his Goodneſs to thee, in cauſ- 
ing his Day of Light and Salva- 
tion to dawn upon thy Soul; and 
thou haſt clearly ſeen, in ſome 
good Degree, hat is agreeable 
to the Will and Mind of God ; 
lo that there is no room to plead. 
and ſay, thou didſt not Know 
what his Will was. Conſider, 
therefore, what Chriſt ſaid con- 
cerning that Servant, who knew. Luke xii 
his Lord's Will and did it not, 47, 48, 
he was to be beaten with many 
Stripes; but he that knew it 5 
an 
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and committed Things worthy of 
Stripes, was to be beaten with 
few Stripes: For unto whomſoe- 
ver much is given, of him ſhall 
Acts xvii much be required. In the times 
30. ot Ignorance, it's ſaid, God wink= 
ed; but from thoſe to whom he 
hath given of his good Spirit, he 
is requiring Obedience, and a 
ſtrict Conformity to his revealed 
Will; and ſuch who fall ſhort 
therein, may expect to meet with 
the like Repulſe as thoſe before- 
mentioned, who came to the Door 
and knocked, ſaying, Lord, Lord, 
open unto us; bur he anſwered 
Luke xii and {aid unto them, I know ye 


25• not, whence you are; depart 
from me all ye Workers of Ini- 
quity. 


And here it may be conſidered, 
that it was their being found in 
Unrighteouſneſs which cauſed the 
Door to be ſhut againſt them; 
and altho' ſuch may have to ſay, 
we have eaten and drank in thy 
Preſence, and thou haſt taught 
in our Streets, yet all this could 
make no Way tor an Entrance, 
ſince they had diſobeyed the 
Teachings of Chriſt, and were 
cloathed with varightcoulpes | 


Profeſſors of Truth. 
And we read, that no impure or 
unholy Thing muſt enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. ok 15 

Wherefore, Oh! all ye careleſs pb 
Ones, who now are making Pro- | 
feſſion of the pure Truth, but live JI 
a Lite very contrary thereunto, — 
and ſo are in Danger of being ſhut Li 
out from the Manſions of eternal 
Glory, (ſhould you be cut off in 
your Tranſgreſſions) ; whilſt the 

Lord is pleaſed to call unto you 
in his Love, turn not the deat Ear 
unto him, but liſten to his Voice, 
that ſo ye may be quickened and 
made alive thereby, and be raiſed 

up out of the State of ſpiritual 
Lethargy, wherein you are ſo ſtu- 
pified, that it is not eaſy to make 
you ſenſible the Way wherein you 

are going is the Way that leads 
down to Death and Deſtructiog. 
But if ye once come to be quick 
ned, and made alive anew,and have 
a Touch of the divine Eye-falve 

from Chriſt, then ſhall ye behold, 
that God is full of Compaſſion, in 
that he cut you not off in your Ini- 
quity, but was pleaſed to length- 
en out the Day of his tender Mer- 

cy to you; and as there. is a turn- 

ing from your Backſlidings, then, 
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Jer. iii 12. as Was ſaid to 1/rael, 1 will not 
(./aid the Lord) cauſe mine Anger 
to fall upon you, for I am merci- 
ful, faith the Lord, and 1 will not 
keep Anger for. ever. 
And now, dear Reader, if thou 
art one who haſt been a Backſli- 
der, here is Encouragement for 
thee to come and humble thy ſelf, 
and freely to acknowledge before 
the Lord thy Tranſgretſion and 
Diſobedience to him; and as thou 
comeſt in an awful Fear, and ma- 


keſt thy Addreſſes in Humility of 


— 


Spirit, the Lord in Mercy will 
= look down upon thee, and heal 
4 thy Backſlidings. And that thou 
1 mayeſt be thus happily recovered 
j out of an Eſtate of Unrighteouſ- 
= neſs, and brought to a true and 
= ſolid Settlement in the unchange- 
able Truth of God, is the Deſire 
of one that ſceks and prayeth to 
God for thine, and the Redemp- 
tion of all Tranſgreſſors out of 
Sin, thro' the Faith of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


Haddonfield, 7 

 thelgthof | John | Eftau gh, 

| the 7th mo, * =... 10 8 2 
1742, 


AN 


jOHN ESTAUGH, 


To the Quarterly Meeting of Friends, 
for Newton and Salem, in News 
J er ſey. | 


Dear Friends, - 6 54.03 


\ S it hath been the Lord's 
| Love which took hold on 
my Mind, and drew me forth 

from yeu, to viſit his People in 
other Parts; ſo it is from a Senſe 
and Feeling of the ſame heavenly 
Spring of the Father's Love, in 
{ Fs which 


A 


e 
which T am now drawn towards 
you, for ye are freſh in my Re- 
membrance; and as at many other 
times, ſo at this time, is my Con- 


cern for you, that as God of his 


Phil, iii 8. 


John xv. 


infinite Goodneſs hath been pleaſ- 
ed to reach unto you, and by the 
Shepherd's Crook of his Love 
hath taken hold and gathered you 
near unto himſelf in ſome Degree, 
and hath often given you to par- 


take of the Bread and Water of 


Life, thro' the Virtue whereof 


your Loves were at firſt raiſed to 
him, and ye filled with heavenly 


Leal, and were made willing to 


leave all for his Sake, and with 


the Apoſtle, to efteem the Loſs 
of all Things but as Droſs, or 
Dung, ſo you could but win 
Chriſt. And that this heavenly 
Mind may grow and increaſe in 
you, is what J am often concern- 
ed tor; that as ye have entered 
into the Way and Path of Liſe, 
you may be preſerved therein, 
and feel your Growth to be in 
Chritt, the living Vine; and where 
that is witneſſed, the good Fruits 
are not wanting: For whoever . 
grows in Chriſt, grows in all Ho- 
Iineſs of Lite; for what is , 


( 65) 


ed from him is of a holy, pure 
and divine Nature, purifying the Heb.ix 14 
Conſcicnces of them that believe, 
and maketh of ſuch who once 
were Sinners to become Saints, and 
they who were once blind have, by 
believing in him, received Sight, 
and to them it hath been given 
to look into the Myſtery of the 
Kingdom of God, in which his 
Glory is beheld, the leaſt Glimpſe 
 Whereof tends to mar all the Glo- 
ry of Satan's Kingdom, in them 
who are thus favoured with the 
Dawnings of the Day of God's 
merciſul Viſitation upon their 
Souls, wich which, my dear 
Friends, you have been favour- 
ed, and largely given to partake 1 Cor. xii 
thereof, with many others, and 12. 
by the one Spirit have been bap- 
tized together as into one Body, 
and have drank at the one hea- 1Cor. x 4. 
venly divine Spring, and been u- 
nited together 1n that pure Love 
which flows from God, through 
Chriſt, to true Believers; and 
great was that Care which came 
upon you, for the maintaining of 
that Love and Unity which Truth 
Had brought you into; and when 
any Thing appeared which ſtruck 
WS © Y 3 there- 


A5. 


Pſa. xxxiv 


(66) 


thereat, how readily did you then 
join Hand in Hand, to get that 
caſt out from amongſt you which 
had ſo ill a Tendency in it. And 
God, who delighteth to behold 
his Children united together in 
his Loye, tailed not to bleſs your 
Endeavours. | 


And, dear Friends, if the ſame 


Care be continued, you will then 
{cel the Lord will not be wanting 


to ſupport you in what tends to 
his Honour; for his Eyes are 
upon the Righteous, and his Ears 
are open to their Cry, and tor 
their Help he will ariſe, and what 


is wrong muſt be judged down by 


him. Therefore let not any give 
Way to tavour any Thing which 


is from under the Croſs of Chriſt 5 


for thoſe who would tavour the 
Cauſe of ſuch as are not willing: 


to bear the Yoke, will thereby 


hurt theinſelves, and bring a Veil 
of Darkneſs over their own Un- 


derſtandings; and it Darkneſs 


prevails, Love will wax cold to 
Brethren, and that Care for main- 
taining Love and Unity will be 
loft, and inſtead thereof Bitter- 


neſs gets up, and hard Speeches 


are uitcied, and grievous Reflec- 
a tions 


(03.3 
tions paſſed on them who cannot 
give way for any Thing to be 
countenanced or encouraged in 
the Church of Chriſt, but what is 
conſiſtent with his Will, whoſe 
Dwelling is in Holineſs, and is of Hab i 13, 
purer Eyes than to behold any E- 
vil with Allowance. 

Wheretore, my dearly beloved 
Friends, be all careful to keep a 
ſtrict Watch, each over his own 
Mind, that nothing that is wrong 
may get up, to harden your 
Hearts or darken any one's Un- 
derſtanding which God hath open- 
ed; and if the Watch be well 
kept up at home, and: no evil 
Thing encouraged there, then 
ſuch will become more and more 
in the Lord's Hand, as proper 
Inſtruments to watch over others, 
and to lend a helping Hand unto 
them who ſtand in need. And 
indeed, he that would help ann - 
ther out of the Mire, muſt firſt get 
out himſelf, and be wathed from 
his own Defilements, be fore he 
can be helpful in ſo S00d a Work; 
for ſhould Help be offered from 
ſuch an one, who hath not paſſed . 
under the refining Power and mor- 
titying Word of God, it might 


Wit: well 


— , ũm A oo” eb» —— av wo - 


iter tr ave ty wr, re, 
5 F 9 


„ 0 ASI 4+ 


e res” ov waht] —— 
4 _ 


ry #4 7.445 o e 2 1 * n 
bee 49 ee 


' 1 | 
+= . 
is 1 * 
\ "8 þ x 
. +1 $ of 5 * 
= ; | 
—_—” 


Ar 1 
* 4 7 
* 


0 8 { i 


well be rejected and turned back 

again, and to him ſaid, Oh! thou 

deceitful Hypocrite, firſt get a 

2885 clean Heart created in thy ſelf, 
be fore thou offereſt Help to me: 

Pfal. 116, And God faith to the Wicked, 

17, Cc. what haſt thou to do to declare 
myStatutes, or that thou ſhonldeſt 
take my Covenant in thy Mouth ? 


ſecing thou hateſt Inſtruction and 
caſteſt my Words behind thee ; 1 
when thou ſaweſt a Thief then 1 
thou conſentedſt with him, and e 
haſt been Partaker with Adulte- Ci 
rers. And, dear Friends, ſeeing f 
there were ſuch in many Genera- Ve 
tions that are paſt, who did pre- W. 
ſume to appear as Servants of Jo. 


God, and were not truly ſuch, 

we need not wonder if there be 

ſome ſuch in this Day; for there 

job i 7. is the ſame old Deceiver, that is 
u 2. going. about ſeeking whom he can 
devour, and he is not without his 
wicked and evil Inſtruments, by 
whom he is working; and as is their 
M.Iaſter, ſo are they, full of Subtilty, 

and often under a ſeeming Shew of vn 
Goodneſs, and a feigned Humility, M In 

gain upon the Minds of ſome, and thin 

get a Place in their Affections, which gain 

being once fixed is hard to move : Tun 

: an 


a SA 

and ſo it proves many times of ill 
Conſequence, when ſuch an one 
comes to be diſcoyered, and judg- 
ed to be no other than a Deceiver. 
Wherefore, dear Friends, in 
order that That and all other 


Dangers may be avoided, let eve- 


ry one keep cloſe to the Gift and 
Meaſure of Chriſt's Spirit in him- 
elf, againſt which no Device or 
Inchantment of the Enemy can 
ever prevail: For if we are de- 
ceived it 1s tor want of keeping a 


ſingle Eye to our holy and hea» 


venly Guide, Chriſt Jeſus; to 


whom, for all the Mercies we en- 


Joy, be Glory and Praiſe for ever. 


And, dear Friends, as to my 
Travels, I may with Comfort ſay, 


the Lord hath been with me in 
this my Service and Labour of 
Love to his People, ſo that my 
Way has been made eaſy, and ſo 
far as have felt it opened, I have 
anſwered; and now finding my- 
ſelf tree and clear of that Concern, 
which lay as a Weight on my 


Mind, and, being at Liberty, 


think the Time long till I am a- 
gain with you; and if this Oppor- 
tunity had happened the Begin- 


2 come 


ning of laſt Month, I ſhould have 


. 
come this Fall, but the Winter 1s 
how too near to attempt it; I 
have therelore dropt the 1 houghts 
of coming until Spring. My dear 
Wite gives her dear Love to you 
all, and, thro' Mercy, we are in 
a good State of Health, praiſed 
be the Lord. And may it pleaſe 
him, our heavenly Father, to pro- 
te& and preſerve us all in the 
Way and Path of Life, unto the 
End of our Time here, and at laſt 
480 us an Entrance into the 
Cingdom of eternal Glory, 1s the 
fincere Deſire and Prayer of your 
truly concerned Friend, + 


London, 24 WE | 
20th of the Ei John Ef aug h. 
7th Month, 

. 
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n 1 
FROM 


JOHN-ESTAUGH, 


' To the little and ne- gathered 
Flock of Chriſt, in the Iſlaud of 
Tortola, Greeting, 


Dear and awel! beloved Friends, 


TFAVING lately been fa- 
voured with the Perutal 
ot a Copy of a Letter from Friend. 


phia, in Which is ſet forth the. 
great Goodneſs of God unto you, 
and that thro' the Operation of 
his divine Power, divers are not 
only brought to confeſs, but tru- 
ly to obey the Truth; taking up 
the Croſs, and following our ord 
an 


Pickering, Governor of the ſaid  _ 1B 
Iſland, to Friends at Philadel.̃ 1 


„ 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; ang 
thereby a daily Growth is wit- 
neſſed; which Account is Joy 
and Rejoicing to me and many 
more. | 

Soon after this good Accounf 
was received, our much eſteemed 
and well-beloved Friend, Thomas 
Chalhley, was in the Love of God 
drawn to viſit you ; and after his 
Arrival there, he gives an Ac. 

count to his Wite, not only of 
his kind Reception, but alſo con- 
firms the above good Account : 
And likewiſe takes Notice, how 
the Lord had bleſſed his Labour 
of Love, and made his Viſit tru- 
ly beneficial to you, which af- 
ords great Comfort to all faithful 
Friends, who delire the Proſpe- 
rity of God's holy Truth. And 
T doubt not but it was a Time 
of Comfort and ſpiritual Joy 
with you, that you were favour- 
ed with the Company and Benefit 
of the Labour of one of the ſaith- 
ful Miniſters of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. But we hear, that the 
Lord ſaw meet in his Wiſdom to 
take this worthy Inſtrument to 
him ſelf; and tho' it may to you, 
and us, look as a Loſs to the 
| Church, 


J 
Church, yet as it was conſiſtent 
with his divine Will that it ſnould 
be ſo, it becometh us to be eaſy 
and content therewith, and now 
rather to look to our own ſtand- 
ing, that we may thro” Faith and 
true Obedience maintain a Hold 
and Intereſt in Chriſt; fo ſhall 
we have truly to experience what 
the Apoſtle gave Teſtimony of, 


which is, that by one Spirit, ſaid m Cor. Ai 


he, are we all baptized into one 12. 
Bcdy, whether we be Jews or 
Gentiles, whether we be bond or 
free; and have been made to 
drink 1nto one Spirit; and being 
thus united into one Body, of 
which Chriſt is the Head, we 
cannot but have a ſpiritual Senſe 
and Feeling of each other, tho' 
outwardly Strangers. And it 1s 
in the ſpiritual Senſe that the true 
Children and Servants of God 
both know and are well known 
one to another, and can ſympa- 
thize together when under Afflio- 
tion, and alſo rejoice together 
when any Part of the Body is fa- 
voured with the Extendings and 
holy ſweet In-flowings of the di- 
vine Virtue of Chriſt. In the 
reading of the above Accounts, 

G my 


my Heart was deeply affected 1 
with a Senſe of the great an- 
wonderful Loving-kindneſs of God _ | 
unto you, in that he hath cauſed : 7 a 
his great Day of Light, Lite and 1 
Sal vation to break forth unto you 
and thro the Comings up of the 
Life and Virtue of Truth, into 
Dominion in your Souls, the Glo- 
ry and Gaiety of this World, with 
all irs fintul Delights, are now be- 
come marred in your Sight; and 
to be accounted Fools for Chriſt's 
| Sake is your Choice, rather than 
= to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin, 
2 which are but for a Seaſon, and 
will come to an End, but leave a 
Sting behind, upon the Souls of 
them who run out the whole Time 
ot their Lives in Sin, and will 
not regard the Invitation of 


Chriſt. | 
But, praiſed be his holy Name, 1 
he hath highly tavoured you, in a 

that he hath not only called to f. 
you, but even taken you, as by 4. 
the Hand, and led you out of Ba. 


Plal. xl 2. hylon, and, as with David, pluck- 

| ed your Feet out of the Mire and 
Clay, and hath ſet them upon the 
Rock where there is Safety. But 
yet, my dear and tender Friends, 
"> = 1 
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it will be halt for you to take 
heed to your Standing, keeping a 
Woſtant Watch, leſt the ſubtil 
Adverſary come upon you at un- 
awares, and thro' ſome Stratagem 
or another get in upon your 
Minds, and thereby draw by De- 
grees a Cloud of Darkneſs over 
the Eye of your Underſtandings, 
which God hath opened; where- 
by you have not only been given 
to ſee the vile Ways and Works 
of Satan, but alſo, in the Name 
of holy Jeſus, to teſtify againſt 
him, and all his corrupt and de- 
filed Ways. But, Beloved, as 
you have thus broke off from him, 
y denying his kingdom and go- 
vernment, he will be laying wait 
to overſet, it poſſible, the Work 
of God in the Hearts of Believers 
in Chriſt. And where gro/5 Sins 
will not be received, he will theg 
aſſume another Shape. For the Apo- 
ſtle Paul, writing to the Coriui hi- 


ans, ſignifies Satan was transform- 2 cor. xi. 


ed into an Angel of Light, in 14. 
which falſe Appearance he hath 
ſometimes deceived ſome unwary.. 
and young convinced Ones, fill- 
ing them with ſtrange Notions 
and Opinions, that were contrary 
8 2 to 
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„C 4s 
to the Goſpel of Chrift, and fo. 
they have not only ſuffered Loſs 


thereby, but have likewiſe brought 


great Trouble upon the Church, 
by cauſing Diviſions, and running 
into Heats and Parties. 

But my dear and tender Friends, 
I mention not this to diſcourage 


you, but that ye may be the more 
put upon your guard; and as you 


faithfully abide in the Light of 
Chriſt, you will be able to diſcern 


Satan in all his Transformations, 


and in the Authority of God's 


Power to ftand againſt him, and 
keep him out, and fo diſappoint 


him of breaking that peace, love 
and concord which you now have 


and enjoy in the pure Truth of 


God, and ſo can join with David, 


pf exxxiii and from true Experience ſay, 


behold how good and pleaſant a 
Thing it is for Brethren to dwell 


together in Unity ! It is, ſaid Da- 


Pſ. cxxxiii vid, like the precious Ointment 


2. 


upon the Head, that ran down 
upon the Beard, even Aaron's 
Beard, that went down to the 


Pſ. exxxiii Skirts of his garments; and as the 


3. 


Dew of Hermon, and as the Dew 
that deſcended upon the moun- 


tains of Zion; for, ſaid he, there 


the 


N 

the Lord commanded the bleſſing, 
even Lite for evermore. And 
Chriſt ſaid to the Believers, a 
new Commandment I give unto john xiii 
you, that ye love one another, as 34, 35. 
I have loved you, that ye alſo 
love one another; and then, ſaid 
he, by this ſhall all Men know John i 5. 
that ye are my diſciples, if ye 
| have Love one to another. And 
John declared, that God is Light 
and in him is no Darkneſs at all; 
and, ſaid he, if we walk in tbe 
Light, as he is in the Light, we 2 
have Fellowſhip one. with. ance £? 
ther, and the Blood of Jeſus . * 
Chriſt, his Son, cleanſeth us trom 1 
all Sin. And theſe are true Sheep John x 4. 
of the good Shepherd; and when 
he putteth forth his ownSheep he 
gocth betore them, and the Sheep 
follow him, ſor they know his 
Voice, and a Stranger will they John x 5. 
not follow, but will flee from him; 3 
for, ſaid our Lord, they know not 
the Voice of Strangers. And, 

ſaid David, I have ſet the Lord 
always before me, becauſe he is 
at my Right Hand, I Tag not 
be moved. 


e 

Oh! my beloved Friends, 
whatſoever your Trials or Beict- 
ments may happen to be, here 
will be your Satety, in keeping 
your Minds purely ftaid npon the 
Lord, and waiting to feel your 
ſpiritual Strength renewed. For 
tho it's ſaid the Youth hall faint 

Ifa.x1;0, and be weary, and the young 
31. Men ſhall utterly fall, yet they 
who wait upon the Lord ſhall re- 
new their Strength; they ſhall 
mount up, ſaith the Prophet J ai- 
ab, with Wings as Eagles, they 
ſhall run and not be weary, and 
John xv they ſhall walk and not faint ; and 
1, Ce. thele, as living Branches abidin 
in the Vine, they feel daily Sup— 
ly from the Root; tor, ſaid our 
5&5 as the Branch cannot bear 
Fruit of itſelf, except it abide in 
the Vine, no more can you, ex- 
cept you abide in me, and my 
Words abide in you. 

And therefore, Oh ! ye tender 
and beloved ones of Chriſt, take 
ye heed tothe pureWord of God, 
which is quick and powerſul, and 
ſharper (ſaith the Apoſtle Paul) 

Heb.iv 12 than any two.edged Sword, pier- 
cing even to the dividing aſunder 


of Soul and Spirit, and of the 
Joints 
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Joints and Marrow, and is a Diſ- 
cerner of the Thoughts and In- 
tents of the Heart; neither, ſaid 
he, is there any Creature that is Heb. iv 13 
not maniteſt in his Sight; but- all 
Things are naked and opened 
unto the Eyes of him with whom 
we have to do. This alſo is that 
Word of Prophecy which Peter 2Pet i 19. 
recommended to the Believers to 5 
take heed unto, as unto a Light 
that ſhinerh in a dark Place, until 
the Day dawn, and the Day-ſtar 
ariſe in your Hearts: And this _ 
ts what, I believe, you have had 
living Experience of, and &in 
now ſay, Though for a Time 
Things appeared but darkly, yer, 
as you had Faith in that ſmall 
Appearance, and did wait in hope 
the Lord would make farther Diſ- 
coveries to you, the mercitul God 
hath looked down upon you, and 
hath cauſed the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs to arile upon you, by 
whom all Miſts are taken away: _ 
And the true Light ſhining, you 
ſee Things clearly; and being cer. «2 © 

taitily aſſured of the Way of God, 
you are led to bear Teſtimony to 
the Truth, and to own and ac- John ir 

knowledge with the Samaritan 29. 

ot Woman, 


8 „ 


| (80) . 
Woman, Chriſt hath told you all 
that ever you have done; and, as 
he had convinced and fatished 
her what the true Worſhip of 
God is, ſo he hath let you ſee it 
is not a bare outhde Pertormance, 
but an inward and ſpiritual one, 
which is acceptable to God; and 
John iy being convinced that the Father 
24. ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him, who 
worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth, 
and as the Way of God was ſo 
clearly caſt up before you, ye 
found it unſate to abide with 
2 Tim. iithoſc who hold a Form of Godli- 
. neſs, but deny the Power thereof, 
ſo have fallen in with the Apoſtle's 
Advice, which was, to turn away 
trom ſuch. OT 
And as it hath pleaſed Almigh- 
ty God thus to tavour you with a 
true and right Beginning, that 
you may be preſerved in true Hu- 
mility, having at all times a pure 
and ſingle Regard to the Lead- 
ings of his Spirit, ſo that, as the 
Rom. viii Apoſtle ſaid, neither Death nor 
38, 39- Life, nor Angels, nor Principali- 
ties, nor Powers, nor Things pre- 
ſent, nor Things to come, nor 
Heighth, nor Depth, nor any o- 
ther Creature, ſhall be able to ſe- 
parate 


E 
parate you from the Love of God, 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, 
is the Deſire and Prayer of your 
Friend and Brother, in the un- 
changeable Truth of God, 


The 15th of the 


ft Month, John Eftaugh. 
1741-2. 5 


P. S. Dear Friends, if either of yon 
can find Freedom to write, it will 
be very acceptable to me to hear 


that the bleſſed Truth of Chrif 
proſpers among you. 


AN 


SK G 


Einer 


Prepared by John Eftaugh por 


Friends at Tortola, but not 


ſent. | 


Dear Friends, 


1 Friend, William Thomas, three 
Letters, viz. one from my eſteem- 
ed Friend John Pickering, one 
from Feremiah Martin, and one 
from Fat- Hog. Bay, ſigned by nine 
Friends, all which are very kind- 
ly received, and truly acceptable 
to me; and by them I underſtand 


you had received my Epiſtle ſent 


via Antigua, directed to our a- 
foreſaid Friend 7. Pickering; 
and by him I underſtand it was 
read at the Cloſe of a publick 


Mecting, 


Have received by our worthy |} 


* 


8 


18 
K 


Reſolutions may be kept to, keep 


(33) 
Meeting, and was to the Edificas» 


tion and Comfort of thoſe preſent, 
' which I am glad of; and alſo to 


hear that our heavenly Father 
was ſo graciouſly pleaſed at the 
reading thereof, to favour you 
with the Renewings of his divine 
Goodneſs, in opening the free 


Spring ot Lite amongſt you, fo 
that the Thirſty in I/rael were re- 


freſnhed, and could ſing to the 
holy Rock, and rejoice in the 
God of their Salvation; and be- 


ing atreſh baptized, and influen- 


ced with a renewed Senſe of the 
Life and Virtuc of Truth, were 


therein and thereby led (I doubt 
not) to renew your Covenants 
with the Lord, and to take up 
- freſh Reſolations, and to hope, 


thro' divine Aſſiſtance, ye ſhould 
never ſhrink, or turn your Backs 
on what the Lord hath thewn, or 
maniteſted to you, to be. your 
Duties to him; but were ready to 
conclude with good old Joſbua, 


let others Choice be as it will, as jun, xiv 


tor you, ye will ſerve the Lord. 1 
And now, Oh! ye tender and 
beloved Ongs of Chriſt jeſus, in 
order that theſe pious and gadly 


© 5. 
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ye under a cloſe and ſtrict religi- 
ous Exercile, waiting to feel the 
Operation of the holy Power of 
God in your Hearts, and then 1n 
his divine Light you ſhall not on- 
ly fee your own Weakneſs, bur, 
tor your Comfort, ſhall alſo be- 
hold Chriſt, on whom Help is 
laid: And, as he told the Believ- 
ers of old, ſo his Children and 
faithful Servants at this Day find, 
that without him they cannot do 
John xy 5. any Thing which will tend to 
God's Glory, or to the Peace and 
Happineſs of themſelves; and 
therefore, under a true Senſe of 
their own Feebleneſs, ſuch as 
theſe, by the Spirit of Chriſt, are 
rightly led and guided: into a 
right Prayer to God for daily 


Bread. And as Bread natural 1s 4 
to the natural Man called the £ 
Staff of Lite, or is that on which 1 
the natural Life depends, ſo long K 
as the Lord in his divine Wiſdom \ 
may ſee meet to allow a Being * 
here, (for this outward Bread Pe 
cannot be any other ways ſervice- I. 
able to that noble Part, the Soul WM 
in Man, than to ſupport the out- 8 

ward Tabernacle, in which ſhe an 
is allowed a Being for a little lec 


Space) 


A * 
*. 
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Space) ſo the Bread the Soul i is 
to live upon, and which is to be 
daily ſought and prayed for, is: 


the living Bread which comes John vi 
down from God out of Heaven, 51, Ge. 


and is the holy Staff of Life, 
whereon every true Member in 
the Church of Chriſt may ſafely 
truſt and lean, without the leaſt 
Danger of being deceived by it; 
nor hath it ever been known to 
fail any, tho' the leaſt of the Ser- 
vants ot God, who hath ſtood up 
faithfully for the Cauſe of the holy 
Truth, chuſing to ſuffer the greal- 
eſt Cruelties that Man could in- 
flict upon them, rather than. ta 
deny Chriſt. 

Oh ! it was this divine Power 
from God, in and by which our 
antient and worthy Friends were 
ſupported in the firſt Appearance 
in the dark World: And as the 
Work they were called to was 
very great, the Lord did in Pro- 
portion thereunto fit them with 
Life and Power, and in the Name 
and. with: Authority of the King 
of Kings, and Lord of Heaven 
and the whole Earth, they were 
led to proclaim» the Downfall of! 


Ws 8 and falſe Church, Rev. xvii 
— which 37475 
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(86) 
which Joh ſaw cloathed with 
Scarlet and Purple, and ſittin 


upon the Scarlet covered Beait, 


having a Golden Cup in her Hand, 
full of Abominations and F ilthi- 


neſs of her Fornication ; and up- 


on her Forehead was: a Name 
written, Myſtery, Babylon the 


Great, the Mother of Harlots, 
and Abominations of the Tarth. 
And, ſaid John, I ſaw the Wo- 


man drink with the Blood of the 


Saints, and with the Blood of 
the Martyrs of Jeſus. But as 


ſoon as thoſe faithful Servants of 


Chriſt began to open their Com- 


miſſion, and in the Name of their 


Maſter to call the Children of 


Men to forſake her dark, lintul, 


and adulterous Ways, ſhe ſoon 


appeared full of Rage, and caul- 


ed ſuch of her Servants, as got 
their Wealth and Riches by tra- 
ding and dealing with her, to be- 
ſtir themſelves, inventing many 


barbarous and "ops Ways to af- 
Aid the faithful Servants and Meſ- 


ſengers of Chriſt, imagining there- 
by to have extinguithed and hin- 


dered the pure Goſpel Light from 


ſhining; and in order thereunto 


n calt many of the Lord's Servants. 


in to 
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into Priſon, and dark naſty dun- 
geons, having firſt ſlaſhed and cut 
their tender Bodies, and ſtripped 
them of their Goods, banithed 
Husband from Wife, and Wile 
from Husband, and all for their 
faithful Obedience to Chriſt: But 
all this was not able to diſcourage 
thoſe truly begotten and faithful 
Servants of God; for, being filled 
with the divine Lite of Jeſus, they 
bore all Things with- Machoeth 
ſubmitting their Cauſe to Ged ; 
and were not at all deterred, or 
any ways affrighted, or put by 
ee Duty and aden S 
Chriſt, but faithfully followed 
him, and his Regard was to them; 
and in the Enjoyment of his di- 
vine Love and Life, could in the 
Prifon and dark Dungeons ſound 
forth living Praiſes to the moſt 
high God, efteeming it as a Bleſ- 
ſing that they were thought wor. 
thy to ſuffer for Chriſt's ſake : 
And when-the Lord had let their 
cruel Perſecuturs ſee, that it was 
not in their Power to ſtop his glo- 
rious Work, he then damy'd their 
hot and fiery Day of Perſecution, 
and gave Reſt and Eaſe to his 
faichtul Servants. e OO 
2a And 


* 


| CW) 

Fend now, you tender and be- 
loved ones, it it ſhould be your 
Lots to be in ſome Things tried 
a little for Chriſt's Sake, yet be 
not diſcouraged, but ſtand taith- 
ful to your great Lord and Ma- 

| er, who is ſtill as able as ever to 
carry on the Work which he hach 
begun, and will not fail to relieve 
and comtort his humble and taith- 
ful Followers, who are chearfully 

given up to be ordered and di- 
rected ſo as may be confiftcnt 
with his divine Will. And may 
the Lord be with you all, and in- 
creaſe your Faith and Hope in 
him, is the Deſire and Prayer of 
your ſincere Friend, who in the 

Love of God tenderly ſalutes you, 

and bids you, in the Lord, fare- 


wel. 

Haddonfield. r : 

be 11h % John Eſtaug h. 
the 7th mo. "2 
1742. | 5 


THE END. 
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Young People 


Profeſſing the 


T R UP: 


. 
* 


BY FOHN CROOK.” 


* 


Dear Friends, 


1 


fear the Lord, and think 


Minds for the declining Conditi- 
ons of many young People that 
arc amongſt us, ſay ing often one 


3 


Nowing that many who: 


upon his Name, have had (for 
ſome time) a Concern upon their 


(9) 


to another, What will become of 1 
the next Generation, conſidering the 
Youth of this are ſo degenerated 
from thoſe that received the Truth 
at the Beginning © Whereupon it 
came into my Heart, according 
to the Example of Chrift (and 
his Apoſtles) who, to reQity A- 
buſes in Marriage, and other 
Things, faith, | But it was not ſo 
from the Beginning, | intimating, 
that the beſt Way to amend 
Things amiſs, is to bring People 
to the Beginning ; that as they 
received Chriſt Jeſus, the Lord, 
ſo to walk in him; which is the 
Drift and End ot this Epiſtle to 
young People, and others profeſſing 
the Truth. e OE 


Many are yet alive who, from | 
their own Knowledge, can teſti- 
fy the Humility, Mortification 
and Selt-denial of the Youth at C 
the Beginning, together with, 2 
their Contempt of all youthful Va- n 
nities, Oc. their Words Few and m 
Savoury, their Countenances Grave th 
and Sericus, in their Places Dili- li 

gent and Faithful, being Exam- is 
1 — of Temperance and Sobriety to 
Neighbours and Acquaintance 5* 
* aa. 


Eier 
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„„ 
in the Worſhip and Service of 
God Atteutive and Watchful; care- 

fully improving all Opportunities 
to increaſe their Communion and 
Acquaintance with God, in Chriſt 
Jeſus the Light. All which were 
as bleſſed Signs of thoſe Times 
at Refreſhment from God's Pre- 
ſence, that the Souls of the Faith- 
tul were then made Partakers 


Let Children inquire of their 


Parents, (that were Eye-witneſſes 
trom the Be inning ) and they can 
tell them; let Servants ask their 
faithful Maſters, and they can in- 
form them, what manner of Peo- 
ple the younger Sort of Quakers 
(ſo called) were at the Beginning: 
Nay, there were few ſuch Stran- 
gers in the Places where the 
Truth firſt took place, but they 
could declare theſe Things. By 
all which (as in a Glaſs) many 
now, profeſſing the ſame Truth, 
may ſee themſelves bearing ano- 
ther Image: Therefore ought di- 
ligently to make Inquiry, what 


is the Cauſe, and whence the 


the Diſparity ariſeth; for if the 
Goſpel at the Beginning proved 
5 itſelf 


| 


„ 
itſelf to be preached again, by 
the fore: mentioned, and many 
more bleſſed Etfects upon all 
thoſe that received the Truth in 
the Love of it. What is the 
Matter? Is not the Goſpel an e- 
verlaſting Goſpel, and Chriſt the 
Way, the Truth and the Life, 
the ſame Veſterday, to Day, and 
ſor ever? And doth not his Works 


<4 ſtill, in the Hearts of the Called, 


Choſen and Faithſul, bear witneſs 
of him? 


Therefore, it's to be feared, 
thoſe that are thus fallen have re- 
ceived another Goſpel, or the 
Goſpel perverted, or turned up- 
ſide down, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks; 
| ſeeing thoſe at the Beginning be- 
gan in the Spirit; but ſince that, 
many that began well, think to 
be made perfect by the Fleſh, 
where too many hold the Truth 
in Unrighteouſn:ſs. But my De- 
ſign is, not to accuſe, but to in- 
form thoſe that are out of the 
Way, if poſſible they may be re- 
claimed, before the evil Day over- 
take them. W $0 


TW) 


I know ſome of the Vounger 
are ready to blame the Elder, 
and ſome Children their Parents, 
and ſome Servants their Maſters, 
Examples: To all which I fay, 
that ſuch as are guilty thereof 
ſhall bear their own Burden, and 
thall not eſcape the righteous 
Judgment of God : But you that 
make this Plea, know, That rhe 
Soul that fins ſball die; and the 
Witneſs of God in your Conſci- 
ences (if hearkened unto) will 
convince you of the Vanity of 
this Fig-leaf Covering, and the 
Deceitfulneſs of your own Hearts, 
in thinking that the evil Example 
of others will be an Excuſe tor 
your Backfliding. 


For thoſe that in their Youth 
received the Truth at the Begin- 
ning, were ſurrounded with evil 
Examples on every Hand; fo 
that it Examples could have pre- 
vailed to continue them in world» 
ly Vanities, they could never 
have broken thro' thoſe Oppoſi- 
tions from Acquaintance and near- 
eſt Relations; for if they had 
looked outward, all Hopes of 
„ Prefers 
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Preferment in this World were 
wholly gone; and looking inward; 
there appeared fuch itrong Holds 


of Satan; as ſeemed impoihble e- 


ver to be overcome; ihe Truth 


itſelf being ſuch a Stranger in the 


S 


Earth, that almoſt every Body 
was backward to give it Enter- 


tainment, eſpecially if they had 
any Thing in this Werld to lcfe 


for harbouring of it. 


Whereas the Youth and others 
of latter Times, found the Truth 


both ready proved, and ſucceſ- 


fively defended, againſt the ſub» 
til Arguments and Wits of thoſe 


Proleſſing Times, in which it at 
firſt broke ſorth; and that not by 


the Might and Power of Wit; or 
outward Learning, but by Sim- 
plicity and Godly Sincerity, ac- 


companied with Holineſs of Lite 


and Converſation; which was a 
great Confirmation to the firſt 
publiſhing of it: Together with 
the Meck and Patient, yet Bold 


and Valiant ſuffering the Loſs of 


all for the "Truth, as it is in Je- 


ſus; by which, in a great mea- 
ſure, the rough Way was worn 
ſmooth, and the Paſſage made 
5 much 
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much more eaſy. to thoſe that fol- 
lowed, than it was at the Begin- 
ning: For thoſe that were as 
Gazing- ſtocks at the Beginning, 


of Falter Times came to be well 


known; and that Eftrangedneſs 
to Perſons and Principles came to 


vaniſh away, and a good Eiteem 


of the Truth, and of thoſe that 
_ profeſſed it, ſprang up in divers 
Potions 1 mightily grew the 


Word of God, and N at 


the Beginning. 


But alas ! of . Times, the 


wild Boar of the Foreſt hath got 


into the Vineyard, and rooted up 
many hopetul Plants; and others 


are fallen into the World's Cu- 
ſtoms, Ways and Faſhions, whq 


are become as Spots in the true 
Chriſtian Aſſemblies, and Blemiſh- 
es to the Truth, as it was at the 
Beginning; as it the Sins of So- 
dom, which were Pride, Careleſſ- 
neſs, Exceſs, and Contempt of 


the Poor, were become the Vir- 
tues of Ziow - Many young Peo- 
ple, and others, getting into thoſe, 
Things again, which their Pa- 
rents, Relations and Acquaints | 
ance, tor good Conſcience- ſake, 


Were 


drake td Cats 
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were forced to lay aſide; as if, in 
theſe latter Times, the Efficacy 
of Truth was not the ſame as at 
the Beginning, and as it the Croſs 
of Chriſt, that was ſo powerful 


| then | Was [now ] become of none 


Effect. 


Little do the wanton Vouth 
of this Age think what Sighs and 
Tears their godly Parents, and 
Friends that love them, pour out 
in ſecret for them, both becauſe 


of their eternal Eſtates hereafter, 


and the Diſhonour they. bring here 
unto the bleſſed Name and Truth 
of God; whereby it is become a 
Saying amongſt ancient People, 
That the | 
are not like thoſe at the Begins 
ning. 


What Watchfi ulneſs, what Care- 


fulneſs, what Diligence therefore 


ought every one to uſe, leſt by 


bad Company, and Examples, 
they ſhould be enſnared before 


they are aware, and fo by De- 
grees be drawn to ſuch, Inconve- 


niences, as afterwards they will 


find very hard to withſtand, until 


Snakers now a=days 


they are brought to that Degree. Y 
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of Stupidity and Hardneſs of 


Heart, that all Exhortations unto 
Virtue and Godlineſs find fo little 
Entertainment, that even Stran- 
gers in our Meetings are more ſe- 
rious, and Tenderneſs of Heart 
ſooner procured in them, than in 
many who have frequented our 
Aſſemblies from their Childhood 
unto Men and Womens Eſtates; 
ſo evil and catching are the bad 
Examples of others, to them 


whoſe Hearts are not kept tender 
to God. 5 


He ſerious, therefore, all you 
that make Profeſſion of the Truth 


in your tender Vears, and exa- 

mine yourſelves, how you came 

to make Profeſſion of it: Was it 

by ſome By- ends and ſiniſter Re» » ] = 
e * 


pects? or was it by Education 


trom your Parents, or others, on- 


ly ? Not regarding the good In- 


tention and End thereot; ſo as 


to come to the Root of the Mat- 


ter in yourſelves, nor heeding to 


be guided by the Light in your 
own Conſciences, but from Time 
to Time feeding only upon good 


Words from others, Oc. as, it is to 


be feared, too too many do at this 
1 FF 


1 


Day: 1 lay unto all ſuch carelef 


Ones, 1 B for 
all your Goodnefs will prove like 
the Morning Dew, that ſoon va- 
niſheth when Heat ariſeth; and 
all your Protethon will wither, 
like the Corn upon the Hauſe- 
top: Therefore let the Time paſt 
ſutlice, that you have ſpent your 
precious Lime to no Purpoſe, and 
reſt no longer in an eaſeful Mind, 
above the Croſs; but fink down 
in deep Humility to the oppreſ= 
ſed Sced of God in you, which 
he hath left as a Witneſs for hint 
ſelf, that you might not be as Sor 


dom, and like unto Gomorrah, if 


you diligently hearken to it in 
your own particulars. 


Parents and others, that fear 
the Lord, are bound in Duty te 
God, to uſe all Means they can 
to impreſs the tender Minds of 
their Children and Youth with 
the Senſe of God's Power; and 
in ſo doing they ſhall not loſe 
their Reward from God, althv' 
their Children, when grown up, 
turn their Backs upon it ; for Pa- 
rents, at the Beginning,” looked 
upon the Truth as the beſt Por- 
"gl 5 tion 
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tion for their Child ren; not fo 


much heeding their Preſerment 


in this World, if by any Means 
they might have an Intereſt in 
that which is to come: And, in 
order thereunto, they counſelled 
their Cnildren to mind the inward 
and ſpiritual Grace, that ſo they 


might not rely upon any outward 


and viſible Thing for Preſervation 
and Defence, becauſe that inward 
and ſpiritual Grace was commend- 
ed to us at the Beginning, as the 
beſt Teacher, to deny Ungoaline/F 
aud N orlaly Luis, aud to live 
Godly, Righteonfly and Soberly in 


this preſent World. But if young 


People will reject the good Ad- 


vice of their Parents aud others, 


and degenerate from their Edu— 


cation, their Deſtruction will be 
of themſelves, and their poor 
grie\ing Parents, and others, can 
but mourn in ſecret tor them. 


Children and others ought to 


know, that there is no ſtanding 


at a Stay, or ſtop in Religion; 
for not to go forward therein, 1s to 


go backward: Hence it is that 8 
the Scripture ſaith, Ir is impo//7ble Heb. vn. 
for thoſe who were once enlightned, h 


1 4 and 
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and have taſtts the beaventy 
Gift, and were Partakers of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and have taſted the 
good Mord of God, and the Powers 
of the World to come, if they ſhall 
fall away, lo renew them again 
unto Repentance; ſeeing they cru- 
cify to themſelves the don of GO 
afreſh, aud put him to open Shame. 
And being a Buſineſs ol greateſt 
Importance, the Apoſtle urgeth 
it trom the Similitude following; 
For, ſaith he, the Earth which 
arinketh in the Rain that cometh 
oft np it, aud bringeth forth | 
Herbs meet /or them tir whom it is 
Areſſed, receiveth B, 'effings from 
God; but that which beareth 
Thorns aud Briars is rejefed, and 
zs nigh unto Curſiug, whoſe End 1s 
to be Vurit, 


If there be therefore any Con- 
ſolation in Chriſt the Truth, it 
any Comfort of Love, if any Fel- 

lowſhip of the Spirit, if any Bow- 

e's of Mercies, you that live care- 
jeſly and wantonly upon the Earth, 
conſider your Conditions, and ex: 
amine yourſelves, how far the 
lore-mentioned Scripture* -affetts 
you ; for I have a deep Con@trn- 
POW > 
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upon my Heart for you all, that 
have forſaken your firſt Love, and 
bear another Image, than thoſe 
young People I have mcntioned 
at the Beginning. 


Suppoſe by your Conformity 
to the Vanities of this preſent 
World, you ſhould gain a large 
Share therein, which but few ob- 
tain; what will it avail when ter- 
rifyin Death looks you in the 
Face? Have you forgotten Mo- 


ſes's Choice, who eſteemed it 
greater Riches to ſuffer Afflifions 


with the Perple of God, than to be 
related to the Court of a great Mo- 
warch. What ſhall I ſay to pre- 
vail with you? Is it not great 
Pity that any, who in Years paſt 
bore the Frowns of the great 
ones of the Earth patiently, went 
thro Reproaches chearfully, and 


many Hardſhips conſtantly, for 
ſame Time, and doubtleſs ſuch 


telt a Reward from God for 
their Encouragement ? Why then 


ſhould you loſe TORE Crown at 


laſt ? 


4 4 "%y " 
Mg 


Come, let us reaſon together! WO) 
and let God's Witneſs Tpeak 


I 2 Wan 
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Wanted you any Thing, while 
you kept your Integrity ? Did 
you not witneſs one Day in God's 
Preſence better than all the De- 
lights that ever you had, ſince 
your Minds by Looſneſs and Va- 
nities have been eſtranged from 
him? Did your Pleaſures and 
Companions in Folly ever afford 
you that Comfort, and inward , 
Contentment and Peace, which 
ſometimes you have felt amongſt 
God's People? Why then do you 
deprive yourſelves, by your Ne- 
gligence, of that Sweetneſs and 
Comfort which no created Enjoy- 


ment can recompenſe the Lois of, % 


beſides that farther Hope of Glo- 
ry that is laid up for thoſe that 
walk nprightly ? 


Many of the youthful People, 
and others amongſt us, need not 
lay, What is Truth © Becauſe I 
know it hath often proved itſelf 
to their Conſciences, beyond all 
outward Demonſtration; and they 
cannot be ignorant how divers 
that have backſliden, have been 
followed with a tecret Hand a- 
gainſt them, in all they have gone 
about. | n - 
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Come away, therefore, and tar- 
ry no longer in lying Vanicies 


and let none lay, they cannot 
leave them, for that is the Lan- 


guage of your Soul's Enemy to 
diſcourage you: Wheretore reſiſt 


him ſtedtaſtly in the Faith, and 
he will fly from you, for he hath 
no Power but in Darkneſs and 
Unbelief: Watch therefore to the 


Light of Chrift Jeſus, that diſco- 


vers all the Twiſtings of that 
crooked Serpent, and take up the 
daily Cro5 to thoſe Evils that ſo 
eaſily beſet you; and you will 
find, as you have often heard, the 


Armour of Light at hand, to de- 


fend you againſt all your youthtul 


Luſts: As, bleſſed be God, there 


are yet a Cloud of Witneſſes a- 
live that can, from good Experi- 
ence, teſtity the lame. 


POSTSCRI®T 
Ex none deſpiſe theſe Lines 


for their Plainneſs, for we 
were a plain People at the Begin- 


ning. I know fome of the youn- 
ger fort are apt to be taken with 


fine Words, and faſhionable Lan- 
ED _ guage, 
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guage, as with other Things in 
Faſhion; but Experience ſhews, 
that That which tickles the out- 
ward Ear commonly ſtops there, 
very ſeldom coming ſo low as to 
the Truth in the inward Parts: 


Therefore this Epiſtle is ſent a- 


broad in ſo plain a Dreſs on pur- 


Pole, anſwerable to a plain Secd 


in them that are pufted up, but 
ought rather to have mourned ; 
which Seed being reached, and 
their Souls relieved, my End is 


_ anſwered. 


Luton, tbe 16th 


of the 6th mo. John Crook. 
1686. : | 
20 AP 57 


THE END. 
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